Audrey’s Life Science Meeting Picks for Feb. 2010
(Feb. 6th Edition)

*********************************************************************
Bay Bio Medical Device Breakfast, Tuesday Morning, Feb. 9, 2010
Topic: “Company Valuation for M&A”

Moderator: Mark Weeks, Partner, Cooley Godward Kronish LLP
Panel Speakers:

Jason Yip, Principal, Montgomery & Co., LLC

Jeffrey Gold, Venture Partner, Longitude Capital, Former CEO, CryoVascular Systems
Time and Date: Feb. 9, 2010, 8:00 -10:00 am

Location: Cooley Godward Kronish LLP, Palo Alto Campus, 3175 Hanover Street, Palo Alto, CA 94304 

Early Bird Registration through Feb. 7:
$10.00 - BayBio & MDMA Members, Bio2Device and Bio-X Affiliates
$20.00 - Non-Members
On-Site Registration, Feb. 9:
$20.00 - BayBio & MDMA Members, Bio2Device and Bio-X Affiliates
$40.00 - Non-Members

Register at http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=192797

Topic Description

The valuation of a medical device company for merger or acquisition is not an exact science. Some of the many variables to be taken into consideration include the company’s management, market share, prospects for growth, and potential market size. Tangible and intangible assets and financial track record will be evaluated, as well as the company's reputation in the business community. The motivation and goals of key players also come into play, and current market conditions and timing are factors. A panel of industry veterans will explore the valuation process for medical device companies, discuss case studies and provide practical answers to help you increase your company’s valuation.

*******************************************************************
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, Feb. 9, 2010
Topic: “A molecular diagnostic company's journey from science to 
product - Providing the answer to the fundamental question -
What type of cancer is it?”
Speaker: Deb Neff, President and CEO, Pathwork Diagnostics

Date and Time: Tuesday,Feb. 9, 2010, 6:00 – 9:00 pm

Location: TIPS Group Law Offices , 1000 Elwell Court,Suite 150, Palo Alto, CA 94303

Advanced registration is required see bio2devicegroup.org website for details a week prior to event.

Cost: Fee for light dinner with range depending on timing of registration
Event Details- Registration is thru Google CheckOut 
Early registration ends at 12:01 AM on February 7
Cost: 
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only 
$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only 
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members 
$25 - Walk-ins- if space is available

EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS at 5AM Feb 8. 

Topic Description
Molecular diagnostic approaches, when developed using robust 
scientific methods and clinical studies, are emerging to 
provide valuable clinical information for physicians managing 
and treating patients with cancer. Deborah will share the 
challenges and successes of Pathwork Diagnostics along their 
path from science to product to commercialization, bringing an 
innovative new product to market that has real impact on 
improving patient care.

Speaker Bio
Deborah Neff is the President and Chief Executive Officer, and 
serves on the board of directors, of Pathwork Diagnostics Inc., 
a company commercializing innovative molecular diagnostic tests 
focused in oncology. She is a veteran of the life sciences 
industry, with a proven track record of commercializing 
successful new products and building market-leading global 
businesses. 

Deborah was previously the chief executive officer of Predicant 
Biosciences, founded to develop technology for use in 
proteomics based clinical testing. Prior to joining Predicant 
in 2003, Deborah served as president of BD Biosciences, (a 
business segment of Becton Dickinson), where she held a 
series of roles with increasing responsibilities during her 15 
years at BD. 

As President of BD Biosciences, she led a high growth business 
that developed and sold biomedical research and clinical 
diagnostic products worldwide, with revenues of approximately 
$700 million in 2003. Prior to her tenure at BD, she held 
various management positions at Organon-Teknika Corp. and 
CooperBiomedical Inc. Her career began with technical and 
supervisory roles in the clinical laboratory at two major 
medical centers in southern California. 

Deborah has a BS in Physiology from UC Davis, and is a medical 
technologist with a specialist in blood banking, having 
completed graduate study in Immunohematology. She also attended 
executive business programs in finance, marketing and general 
management at Wharton, Stanford and Harvard Business Schools. 

She served on the board of Advanced Medical Optics Inc, and 
ForteBio, and is a member of the Dean's leadership council for 
the College of Biological Sciences at UC Davis.
**********************************************************************

BayBioNEST Venture Spotlight, Thursday Morning, Feb. 11, 2010

Topic:”A Sweet Deal: How to Attract Investors” 

Date and Time: Thursday, Feb. 11, 2010, 8:00 am – 10:00 am

Location: Latham & Watkins
Menlo Park Campus
140 Scott Dr.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Directions
Attire: Business attire suggested

Cost: Early Bird Registration through Feb. 9:
$19.00 
On-Site Registration, Feb. 11:
$29.00

Register at http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=193973

Topic Description
Venture Capitalists and Angel Investors are still looking for good prospects despite the economic downturn. Understanding what they want, at what stage they want to invest and the difference between them can help start-ups form a successful relationship with investors. Join BayBioNEST for the first of our 2010 Venture Spotlight Series events and learn how best to attract investors and secure a sweet deal.

The BayBioNEST Venture Spotlight Series is a unique forum that allows investors to speak directly to entrepreneurs in a reverse pitch format. Investors and experts have a platform to discuss their current interests, target markets, therapies and technologies, as well as the maturation level of investment targets. The Venture Spotlight Series is a breakfast panel discussion with time for Q&A and networking.

**********************************************************************
San Jose BioCenter All About Science Series, Thursday Afternoon, Feb. 11, 2010

Topic: “Effective outsourcing: Navigating hurdles and avoiding pitfalls in virtual drug development”
The panel will include:
• Kate Hanham, Ph.D., President & Founder, Mentara, Inc.: Mentara is a consulting consortium of highly qualified drug/device discovery and development professionals.
• Richard Lin, President, Explora Biolabs, Inc.: Explora BioLabs provides vivarium and pre-clinical in vivo contract research services.
• Fred Aslan, M.D., Vice President, Venrock: an investor experienced in starting and running virtual companies.
• An executive from a company using the virtual development model.
Date and Time: Thursday, Feb. 11, 2010, noon til 3:30 pm

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM   Registration, Lunch, and Networking
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM     Presentation & Panel Discussion
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM       Networking Dessert & Product Show

Location: The San Jose BioCenter, 5941 Optical Court, San Jose, CA 95138
Cost and Registration:


*Pre-registration closes on Feb 9th!*
• Regular Price: $30
• Partners' Network: $20
• BioCenter Members: Free (please RSVP to Aurélie)
• On-site Registration: add $10 to the above 
Register online at http://www.sjbiocenter.com/event/ev_2010Q1-EffectiveOutsourcing.html
Space is limited for this event, so early pre-registration is recommended to avoid disappointment on the day!


Topic Description

Virtual drug development promises savings of time and cost in the development of new drugs and devices. In order to realize this promise, managers and executives may need to learn some new tricks! In this session a panel of experts with different perspectives on the virtual development experience will discuss some of the advantages and challenges of the virtual model. 

Immediately following the event, the BioCenter will host a Networking Dessert & Product Show, generously provided by Scientist Solutions Events™. Attendees will be invited to join us to enjoy delicious desserts, fruit smoothies, and gourmet coffees! 

***************************************************************************
UCSC Ext. Bioscience Product Marketing, Thursday Evenings, Feb. 11 – March 25, 2010

Course Description
This product marketing and selling-focused course gives participants an in-depth look at product planning and research, marketing planning, and promotional execution practices in the bioscience industry. Topics include market research methodologies, information sources and applications relevant to product planning; the development of marketing strategy, product positioning and differentiated claims; and the creation of tactical marketing programs and activities to maximize revenue potential. Course activities include the creation of a preliminary marketing plan. 

The course is well suited for all levels of professionals in bioscience marketing research, product management, product sales, advertising, public relations, business development and licensing, as well as other related functions, such as regulatory, clinical and legal. 

Lead Instructor:
Audrey Erbes, Ph.D., is a life science business development and marketing consultant with more than 25 years of managerial experience in marketing and business development in the biotech and pharmaceutical industry. She was Executive Vice President and cofounder of Kowa Research Institute and held management positions at Syntex Corp. in market research, product management, strategic marketing and planning, and business development in the U.S. and abroad. 


Guest Speakers:
· Chris Mahoney, MPA, WebMD, is an expert in the use of secondary patient data for pharmaceutical marketing applications, consulting with companies ranging from large global pharmaceutical companies to start-up biotechnology companies and Alan Hirshman, Senior Principal, Commercial Effectiveness, IMS Health. Before coming to IMS Health, Alan was Vice President of Sales for SDI Health. At SDI he was responsible for West and Midwest sales. "Patient Adherence: The Impact on Brand Performance."
· Stanley Skrzypczak, M.B.A., Director, Managed Care Marketing, Genomic Health, has over 25 years of successful biotech and pharmaceutical sales and marketing experience, including product, managed care, clinical marketing and sales management.  Topic – "Product Management 101- Developing/Executing The Tactical Plan"
· Charles Versaggi, Ph.D., is President of Versaggi Biocommunications®, a strategic marketing consultancy for biotechnology, pharmaceutical and medical technology companies. Topic – "Building Value through Strategic Marketing Planning and Communications."
· Steven Wong, B.A., is a Senior Consultant at Plan A, a strategic marketing consulting firm servicing biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies. At Plan A, he has directed numerous consulting engagements, including opportunity assessments, complex population modeling, and therapeutic area. Topic – "Market Research Information Resources." 
Additional Guest Speakers with Short Presentations:
· Tais Schmitt, Ph.D. currently pursuing a Certificate in Bioscience Business and Marketing at UCSC Extension, agreed to share her student project experiences for this course which she completed in the winter of 2007. Topic - “Tackling the Marketing Plan Project.”
· Debbie Donovan, Consultant at eGold Solutions, has worked on client side on products that served the ENT, Orthopedics/Spine, Ob/Gyn and Oncology surgery specialties at Somnus, Kyphon and Conceptus, Inc., and most recently Senior Manager at Intuitive Surgical where she focused on market development programs and e-marketing initiatives. Topic - “E-Marketing: Activating Patients in a Web 2.0 World.”
· Erik Haghjoo, Ph.D., Consultant in the Life Sciences division of Simon-Kucher & Partners, focuses on developing global pricing and positioning strategies for new and existing products.  His project experience includes product launch strategy, value proposition, pricing and reimbursement strategy, and portfolio strategy. Topic - “Role of Pricing and Reimbursement in Product Management Strategic Planning.”
Dates and Times: Thu 6:00PM to 9:30PM
Feb 11, 2010 to Mar 11, 2010 
Thu 6:00PM to 9:30PM
Mar 25, 2010 
Number of Sessions: 6

Location: UCSC Extension in Silicon Valley, 2505 Augustine Drive, Santa Clara

Tuition: $700 (Early enrollment - $630 through Jan. 28)

See details at www.ucsc-extension.edu/BPM

**********************************************************************Palo Alto AWIS, Thursday Evening, Feb. 11, 2010
Topic: “Real-Life CSI”
Speaker: Cordelia Willis, Criminalist, Santa Clara County Crime Laboratory

Date and Time: Thursday, February 11th, 2010, 7:00 pm

7:00-7:30 pm Networking and light supper

7:30-7:45 pm Announcements

7:45-8:45 pm Program

8:45-9:00 pm Discussion

Location: PARC Auditorium, 3333 Coyote Hill Road, Palo Alto

RSVP: online http://www.acteva.com/go/pa-awis
Topic Description

Since the O.J. Simpson trial the public interest in forensic science has grown rapidly, non-fictionalNew Detectives and Forensic Files. Cordelia Willis will give us a glimpse into the real-life world of the crime laboratory, discussing the various types of analyses that they perform as well as providing examples of interesting cases she’s worked on.

Speaker Bio

Cordelia Willis received her undergraduate degree in Music Theatre and Math and then went on to get two graduate degrees: a Master of Science in Mathematics & Statistics from Northern Arizona University and a Master of Forensic Science from George Washington University. After internships with the Tucson Crime Laboratory and the NCIS Cold Case Squad, she became a criminalist at the Santa Clara County D.A.’s Crime Laboratory. Her duties there include crime scene investigation, drug testing, fingerprint processing, biological stain analysis, shoeprint and tire track comparisons, DNA statistics, CODISDNA database maintenance, and laboratory outreach.

**********************************************************
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Feb. 16, 2010

Topic: “Would You Hire You?”

Speaker: Denise Pringle, Global HR Executive
Date and Time: Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2010, 8:30 – 10:30 am
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 W. Olive, Sunnyvale, CA (across the street from Sunnyvale Public Library)
Parking: On street and in NOVA and library parking lots across the street.

Cost: Free

No registration required.

Topic Description

Ever wonder what those recruiters and hiring managers think of your resume when they see it lying on their desks?. Can you imagine what a person who has seen hundreds, if not thousands, of applicants thinks when your resume arrives? How do they dissect each resume? What kind of knowledge do you need to posses to be able to read people from a virtual piece of paper? Well now you can know.

This event is for participants who are looking for new opportunities to gain fresh insights into their resumes and interviewing skills.

Speaker Bio
Denise Pringle has held global Human Resources executive positions in high tech and life science companies in the Bay Area. She has worked on transition teams for mergers and outsourcing and has had responsibility for organizational and leadership development, driving cultural change, training, talent acquisition and rewards strategies.

Denise has been an adjunct faculty instructor at San Jose State University, an invited speaker at a number of professional organizations, and is on the Advisory Board of OurExperienceCounts.com.

Denise received her Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences from San Jose State University.

************************************************************
American Council of Medical Innovation, Tuesday, Feb . 16, 2010

Topic: “Best and Brightest Forum on Medical Innovation” 

Date and Time: February 16, 2010, 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Speaker Richard A. Gephardt, Former Majority Leader of the United States House of Representatives and Chairman of the Council for American Medical Innovation, 

Panelists: 

· Steve Blank, Professor of Entrepreneurship, U.C. Berkeley, Stanford University and the Columbia University/Berkeley Joint Executive MBA program

· Jay Hansen, Political Director, State Building & Construction Trades Council of California

· Patrick Lee, M.D., Partner and Co-Manager - Health Care Fund, Palo Alto Investors

Refreshments will be served.

Location: Mission Bay Conference Center at UCSF, Robertson Auditorium, 1675 Owens Street, San Francisco, CA 94158 
Cost: Free 
Register at http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2p1bii828469128&oseq=a01igfm56wag0

Driving Directions 
Parking
Covered parking is available in the Community Center Garage, located at 1675 Owens Street. Cash or credit card payments are accepted at garage exit. Fees are $3.00 per hour with a $24.00 daily maximum. No overnight parking is available. 


 

Topic Description

Join the Council for American Medical Innovation, the California Biotechnology Foundation, BIOCOM, and some of the "Best and Brightest" minds in California for a robust discussion about the serious challenges facing the United States in maintaining its global leadership position in medical innovation. 

Moderated by Former Majority Leader Richard A. Gephardt, the forum will feature life science industry leaders, academic scholars, researchers, business representatives and other stakeholders who have come together to shed light on how the U.S. - and California - can navigate through the economic downturn to stay the course as a global leader in medical innovation.

For more information about the event, please contact Charlotte Phillips at charlotte@perrycom.com, (916) 658-0144. 

Brought to you by:
The Council for American Medical Innovation, www.americanmedicalinnovation.org 
California Biotechnology Foundation www.cabiotech.org, and BIOCOM, www.biocom.org
***************************************************************

Chinese Bioscience Association, Tuesday Evening, Feb. 16, 2010


Topic: Microneedles: A New Skin-based Therapeutic Platform 
Speaker: Tycho Speaker, Ph.D., Senior Researcher, TransDerm Inc.
Date & Time: Feb. 16th, 2010 Tuesday 6:30pm
Program: 6:30 pm to 7 pm Registration

7:00 pm to 7:40 pm Presentation

7:40 pm to 8:40 pm Q&A, Networking
Location: Fenwick & West LLP, 801 California St., Mountain View CA
94041

Fee: CBA member: Free 
Non member: $10, pay at registration
Student (post-Doc): Free (show student ID at the registration)
Seats are limited, for RSVP please e-mail to Stella at cba_adm99@yahoo.com
Topic Description
Recent years have seen major advancements in microneedle delivery technology
and a variety of therapeutic applications are rapidly emerging. In May 2010
the first international microneedle research symposium will be held in
Atlanta, Georgia, as this emerging field takes shape.

Dr. Speaker will discuss the microneedle technology he developed, and the
context in which it came about, as well as the challenges of developing and
funding a new technology. His talk will emphasize application-oriented
development approaches and design-for-manufacture in prototyping.

Capsulent delivers controlled-release compositions using proprietary
charged-film microcapsules. This platform technology was initially
developed for pharmaceutical applications, and provides useful skin-based
delivery characteristics. However, these encapsulates have shown utility
for a wide variety of industries including industrial and mass-market
consumer product sectors. Capsulent was founded as a bootstrap startup in
2004.
TransDerm provides technology to deliver biologically active molecules to
the skin, with emphasis on nucleic acid therapies for gene-silencing and,
more recently, on skin-based vaccines. TransDerm is funded though private
capital and public and private grants including N.I.H. and the Gates
Foundation. Transderm has multiple proprietary delivery platforms including
topical products and micron scale Protrusion Array Devices (PADs)T capable
of delivering nucleic acid payloads with subsequent cellular uptake and
activity.

Speaker Bio
Dr. Speaker was recently named as a recipient of a Bill and Melinda Gates
Grand Challenges Explorations grant for work at TransDerm on a novel
dry-stable patch-based malaria vaccine. He joined TransDerm in a consulting
capacity in 2007, and is now on staff, while maintaining his position at
Capsulent. At TransDerm, he led the development of a novel microneedle
technology that has become the PAD system, and continues to develop this
platform for new applications and toward mass-manufacturing. At Capsulent,
he splits time between managing new business relationships and marrying the
technology to new application prototypes, while manufacturing of fully
developed products is handled at an East Coast affiliate firm. Prior to
founding Capsulent, Dr. Speaker spent most of a decade in the semiconductor
industry working in a variety of manufacturing engineering and technical
roles at Applied Komatsu Technologies, an Applied Materials subsidiary, and
then at dpiX, a Xerox PARC spin-off.

He holds a bachelor's degree in biochemistry from Temple University, and a
Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from the University of California, Santa Cruz.

************************************************************************************
BioScience Forum, Wednesday Evening, Feb. 17, 2009
Topic: "Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Venture Capital 
But Were Afraid to Ask"
Speaker: Maria Walker 
Senior Director, Venture Capital Practice 

KPMG
Date and Time: Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2009; 6:00pm - 9:00pm

6:00 PM - networking 7:00 PM - dinner 8:00 PM - presentation
Location: The Clarion Hotel, 401 East Millbrae Avenue, Millbrae
Full info and Registration at:

http://biosf.org/
Typical Cost: $50 before 11:55 PM, Monday, Feb. 15th
$60 on-site
$30 full-time students pre-registration
$35 full-time students on-site 
Acteva fees of $3 are added to the above prices Check website for latest information
Cash or check accepted on the day of the event
Parking is $2
 

Or you can pay with a check made out to "BioScience Forum" and sent to: 

BioScience Forum, 1442A Walnut Street, #308, Berkeley, CA 94709-1405 

Please do not mail checks later than Thursday, February 11th 

If paying with check, do not complete registration with Cvent
Topic Description

The Bay Area is a center of innovation and has one of the largest concentrations of venture capital investors in the world.  Most local professionals have some understanding the venture funding process, but are often left with questions about how VC firms really “work.”   Maria will provide an insider’s view of a typical financing process and will offer valuable insights into:
• How typical VC funds are structured and how they make their money
• How funding decisions are made
• How company valuations are typically determined 

Speaker Biography
Maria is a Senior Director in KPMG’s Venture Capital Practice working with venture funds and their portfolio companies.  She has more than 20 years of experience in finance and accounting including 10 years working with the venture capital industry.  Before re-joining KPMG in 2008, Maria was chief financial officer at Lightspeed Venture Partners in Menlo Park and prior to that, Administrative Partner and COO of Forward Ventures in San Diego. In those roles, she was a senior member of two firms raising and managing in excess of $1.7 billion. Her responsibilities included financial reporting and investor relations for those firms and she participated in structuring and negotiating financings of venture-backed companies and the management of investor exits from those investments. Prior to her work in venture capital, Maria was a member of the KPMG’s Healthcare and Life Sciences practice in San Diego where she worked with both public and private venture-backed companies.
******************************************************************
EMBS, Wednesday Evening, Feb. 17, 2010

Topic:   Optical Coherence Tomography – From Bench to Bedside 
Speaker: Tony Ko, PhD, Optovue, Inc.
Date and Time:Wednesday,  February 17, 2010,  7:30 pm

Location:  Room M-114, Stanford University Medical School 

Optional dinner:   Nexus Cafeteria in the Clark Center, 6:15 pm (no host, no reservations)

 
Topic Description
Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) is the optical analogue of ultrasound that was invented about 20 years ago at MIT.  OCT provides the ability to acquire cross-sectional images from biological tissue with much better resolution than ultrasound.  It was recognized that OCT can have an impact in the field of ophthalmology where high-resolution cross-sectional images of retina was not available and would be of clinical value.  However, it took about 10 years for the market to evolve and the technology to mature before OCT gained acceptance in the field of ophthalmology.  Recent scientific advances has dramatically improved the technical performance of OCT and further improved its clinical utility and impact.  Today, OCT has become a clinical standard in ophthalmology and an important diagnostic tool for managing retinal diseases.  There are now nine companies developing OCT instruments for ophthalmology and many others are exploring applications of OCT technology in clinical fields such as cardiology, dermatology, and gastroenterology.

Tony Ko, PhD, will discuss the development of OCT from the university research labs to everyday clinical use in ophthalmology at the February 17 meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Engineering in Medicine & Biology Society.  The successful transfer of OCT into ophthalmology is an interesting case study in the many factors that contribute to the acceptance of a new technology into medicine.


Speaker Biography
Tony Ko received Bachelor of Science degrees in Electrical Engineering & Computer Science (EECS) and Bioengineering from the University of California at Berkeley, a Masters of Science in EECS from MIT, and a PhD in Medical Engineering and Medical Physics from the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology.  Tony performed his PhD research in the MIT laboratory of Prof. James Fujimoto, one of the original inventors of Optical Coherence Tomography.  He is currently the Manager of Advanced Development at Optovue, Inc., an ophthalmic medical device company.

 

 *********************************************************************
CACO Workshop, Monday Afternoon, Feb. 22, 2010

Event Name: Preclinical Toxicology and drug safety: large molecules 
Speakers: Ben Marafino, Kathleen Meyer 
Date and Time: Monday, February 22, 2010, 12:45 pm – 5:30 pm
Location: Bay Area: Foster City Crowne Plaza
Event fee: $1 for unemployed; For others, details available upon online login.

Major Sponsor: (1)Pacific BioLabs 
Vendor show vendors registered to date: (2)Absorption Systems; IITRI 
Online registration and further details: http://www.caco-ca.org
Registration deadline: 2/18/2010  (it will close sooner if the seating cap is reached)
Additional Details: www.caco-ca.org 

support@CACO-CA.org
www.caco-ca.org
***************************************************************************************************************
FountainBlue’s Life Science Entrepreneurs’Forum, Monday Evening, Feb. 22, 2010

Topic: Life Science Angel Investor's Panel: Trends for 2010: Show Me the Money: Resourceful Ways to Secure Funding for YOUR Life Science Company in THIS Economy
This month's panel will feature:

Facilitator Maria Walker, Senior Director, Venture Capital Practice, KPMG

Panelist Zachary Antovich, President and CEO, Linkage Biosciences Inc

Other Successful Life Science Entrepreneurs at all stages - your recommendations are welcome
Date & Time: Monday, February 22 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Bay Cafe Clubhouse, 1875 Embarcadero, Palo Alto
Cost: $21 members, $32 partners, $42 general 
On-Site Registration is $42 for members, $52 for nonmembers, or $124 for FountainBlue Ongoing membership and admission
Registration: Please pre-register by noon on 2/19 using the PayPal link at http://www.svlifescience.com. 

Audience:      Life Science entrepreneurs, intrapreneurs and investors, no service providers please
Topic Description

Even if the economic projections are getting more rosy, ask anyone running an early stage company and they will tell you that times are tough out there! The life science industry has provided a ray of hope when the economy was at its darkest. 

Historically known as a slow-moving industry, it has also been more resilient and less impacted by the recent economic challenges. This month, we will feature a panel of seasoned entrepreneurs and investors who will share their thoughts and suggestions on how to secure funding for life science start-ups, from grant and government funding to angel, venture and corporate funding. They will share their recent success stories and help you brainstorm how to best position your company financing.

Speaker Bios

Zachary Antovich is president and CEO of Linkage Biosciences Inc. Prior to this role, he was an executive with Applied Biosystems and has held various positions with both Bio-Rad Laboratories and Life Technologies (acquired by Invitrogen). He also lived in Europe where he consulted with Genset SA. He began his career as a research scientist for Syntex Pharmaceuticals (now Roche Biosciences) where he developed early methods for RNA analysis from bone.


Your recommendations for other successful life science entrepreneurs at all stages of development are welcome

*************************************************************************************************************
***********************************************************************************************************
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Feb. 23, 2010

Topic: “Stem Cell Biology: Progress, hopes, hypes and hurdles”
Speaker: Monica Ranes-Goldberg, Ph.D., BiotechTraining Consulting

Date and Time: Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2010, 8:30 – 10:30 am
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 W. Olive, Sunnyvale, CA (across the street from Sunnyvale Public Library)
Parking: On street and in NOVA and library parking lots across the street.

Cost: Free

No registration required.

************************************************************************************************************************

RAPS, San Francisco, Tuesday Evening, Feb. 23, 2010
 
Topic: “Biosimilar Protein Products: - Opportunities, Options and Outcomes”
Speaker sponsored by Biologics Consulting Group (BCG)
Date and Time: Tuesday, February 23, 2010, 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Location:Telik Inc, 3165 Porter Dr, Palo Alto, CA
Cost: $40 if not a member; $25 if you are a member (of RAPS)
(Payment must be rec'd by Feb 19).
$25 RAPS members/$40 for non-members
Topic Description
Join regulatory colleagues from the Bay Area for an evening of networking and an expert presentation entitled, "Biosimilar Protein Products: Opportunities, Options and Outcomes" This event, hosted by Telik Inc, is offered by the RAPS San Francisco Chapter and is intended to promote knowledge advancement and facilitate networking among local regulatory professionals.

Over the past decade, the expiration of patents has piqued much interest in developing "biosimilar" protein products that rely for their licensing, in part, on safety and efficacy information developed by the creator of the innovator products. As the pending legislation on "Approval Pathway for Biosimilar Biological Products," progresses, regulatory professionals will play expanded roles in planning, advising and implementing efforts in the global market necessary to achieve success in the biosimilars arena. This presentation will highlight historic, scientific and regulatory issues central to moving in this new regulatory space, in the US and beyond.

Speaker Bio 
Blair A. Fraser, PhD, is a senior consultant at the Biologics Consulting Group. Fraser previously served with the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in both the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) and the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER). He contributed to many key initiatives that led the regulation of biologics and newly emerging biotechnology products and was member of FDA's working group on follow-on proteins.
This full-day Symposium welcomes Technology Center (TC) 1600 Director, Irem (Remy) Yucel, and Jean Witz back to the West Coast to provide professionals in the Life Sciences industries with the most current information on USPTO procedures as implemented in TC 1600 (biotechnology, chemistry and pharmaceuticals). 
 
!****************************************************************************************************
BioScience Forum USPTO Symposium, Wednesday All Day, Feb. 24, 2010
Topic:” US Patent and Trademark Office Technology Center 1600, West Coast Road Show 2010” Speakers: Irem (Remy) Yucel and Jean Witz, Technology Center (TC) 1600, USPTO

Date and Time: Wednesday, February 24, 2010 7:30 AM  - 5:00 PM

Location: Clarion Hotel, 401 East Millbrae Avenue, Millbrae, CA 94030

Cost: 

General Pre-Registration $200

General On-Site Registration $250

Student Pre-registration $125

Student On-Site Registration $150

Go to http://biosf.org/symposia.htm to register
Pre-Registration ends 2/22/2010 at 11:55 pm
On-site registrants: we accept cash or check only on the day of the event

Or you can pay with a check made out to "BioScience Forum" and sent to: 

BioScience Forum 

1442A Walnut Street, #308 

Berkeley, CA 94709-1405 

Please do not mail checks later than Thursday, February 18th 

If paying with check, do not complete registration with Cvent

Event Includes:
Complementary parking, continental breakfast, lunch and breaks. 

Continuing Legal Education for California Attorneys is requested.
Topic Description

This full-day Symposium welcomes Technology Center (TC) 1600 Director, Irem (Remy) Yucel, and Jean Witz back to the West Coast to provide professionals in the Life Sciences industries with the most current information on USPTO procedures as implemented in TC 1600 (biotechnology, chemistry and pharmaceuticals). 

This Symposium will be the sixth time that the BioScience Forum has hosted top managers from TC 1600 to San Francisco, San Diego and Seattle. Topics will include the most recent information regarding: TC1600 management, count system/RCE changes, compact prosecution/interview practice, improving patent prosecution & examination, 35 USC 101 update, 35 USC 103 update, and current issues in patent law. A panel of expert practitioners will participate in a discussion period. We will host a networking reception after the Symposium. Audience participation will be greatly appreciated.

 

Any executive, attorney, or scientist in the biotechnology, chemistry and pharmaceutical industries will benefit from hearing how the rapidly changing landscape of patent law will affect their patent and business strategies. The change in Administration in Washington DC has brought a new Under Secretary of Commerce, David Kappos, and a new Commissioner for Patents, Robert Stoll, who bring their wide experience to address important issues in patent practice. The USPTO is reviewing and implementing significant changes to Office practice that will affect anyone using the US patent system. New and recurring issues and new information will generate a vibrant discussion with audience members. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear the latest news from the USPTO
**********************************************************************
Northern California Chapter, ACRP, Wednesday Evening, Feb. 24, 2010

Topic: “FDA Clinical Investigator Inspections Update and FDAs New Expectations for Investigators: 2010 Update” 
Speaker: Liz Wool, CCRA, CMT, President and CEO of QD-Quality and Training Solutions, Inc,Board of Trustees, ACRP – 2010, President, Northern California Chapter
Date and Time: Wednesday 24th  February 2010 6:00 – 9:00 pm
(Limited Space: Register Early)
Agenda:
6:00 – 7:00 PM Registration, Networking, & Dinner Buffet
7:00 – 7:30   PM Welcome, Announcements, “OPEN MIC” for job referrals
7:30 – 9:00 PM Educational Program
Location: BioMarin Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 105 Digital Drive, Novato, CA 94949

Program Description 
FDA investigator/site inspection’s focus on the Investigator’s engagement, involvement and supervision of the study in an in-depth and methodical manner beyond what is stated in the regulations. Poor site performance impacts both the investigator and the Sponsor; Sponsor’s run the risk of not having their product approved (as happened this year to a Big Pharma Company). These FDA inspection findings will be discussed through case study examinations. Good News is available to all stakeholders in clinical research; in 2009, FDA published these expectations for Investigators in their Final Guidance “Investigator Responsibilities – Protecting the Rights, Safety and Welfare of Study Subjects”. These requirements will be outlined and explained to ensure regulatory compliance, subject protection, data quality and integrity and ensuring investigational sites execute clinical trials according to FDAs current expectations
Program Objectives:
1.   List FDA references and key topics reviewed during investigator site inspections.
2.   Identify ‘current trends’ in FDA inspection of investigators and their staff.
3.   Define FDAs requirements for investigator ‘adequate’ supervision and on-going conduct of a clinical trial.
4.   Determine if an investigator is ‘overburdened’ – per FDA standards - in the clinical research programs they are conducting.

Speaker:
Liz Wool is President and CEO of QD-Quality and Training Solutions, Inc, a clinical quality systems and training consulting firm that is headquartered in San Bruno, CA.  Liz possesses 20 years in the product development industry inclusive of positions in biotech and pharmaceutical companies, investigational sites, CROs, and academia. This experience includes drugs, biologics and medical device clinical research.  She has presented at industry meetings on clinical quality systems, training and Good Clinical Practices (GCP) for numerous professional organizations and industry training providers including the Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP), Drug Information Association (DIA), Society of Quality Assurance (SQA), Society of Research Administrators (SRA) and FDANews. She is also a faculty member for ACRP teaching the CRA and CRC Certification Exam Review Courses. Further, she supports the National Institutes of Health (NIH) as a Peer Reviewer for Auditing Contracts.

She volunteers her time to the Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP) by serving on
the ACRP, Board of Trustees, President of the Northern California Chapter, Editorial Advisory Board, ACRP Monitor magazine and Member- Global ACRP Membership Committee.  Liz’s article, Good Training Practice 101: A Primer for Employee Training Plans was published in the June, 2008 Monitor magazine, for the Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP).
 
She holds faculty appointments at the University of California, Berkeley, University of California, Santa Cruz and San Francisco State University in the Clinical Research Conduct and Management Certificate Programs as well as serving as a Program Advisor to the UC Berkeley program.

Target Audience:
Clinical Research Professionals
Sponsor Organizations
Study Site Investigators & Coordinators
Independent Consultants
Students of Clinical Research
Academic Medical/Clinical Researchers
Service Providers/Vendors Institutional Review Boards
Quality Assurance

EVENT REGISTRATION through Feb. 21
Register early to assure admission; at the event IF space available (+$5 nonmembers)
http://acrpnet.org/  Northern CA Chapter
NCC ACRP member Free
ACRP member $10
Non-member $15

CBRN & ACRP CONTACT HOURS have been applied for through ACRP
CONTACT HOURS PURCHASE through Feb 21
Contact hours purchase not available at the event http://acrpnet.org/  Northern CA Chapter NCC ACRP and ACRP member $10
Non-Member $15
Sign-in at event, attend entire event, participate in group discussion,

Registration questions: Megan Markowski at megan@acrpnet.org

***************************************************************************
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, March 2, 2010

Topic: Life Sciences Product Development - Weaving People, Processes, and Procedures Together for Success
Speaker: Larry Wray, Principal, Wray Consulting

Date and Time: Tuesday, March 2, 2010, 8:30 – 10:30 am

Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 W. Olive, Sunnyvale, CA (across the street from Sunnyvale Public Library)

Cost: Free
Parking: On street and in NOVA and library parking lots across the street.

Topic Description
 
Success in product development depends upon a blending together of three primary elements- people (e.g. individual and team dynamics), processes (e.g. science and technical considerations), and procedures (e.g. business and quality/regulatory requirements).  The major steps in product development will be discussed, with an emphasis on best practices and lessons learned to provide for optimal outcomes with respect to quality, time to market, and cost.  Finally, five major trends impacting the industry will be discussed.  The focus will be on life science tools, reagents, and diagnostics, but much of this is broadly applicable to the life sciences industry in general.
 
Speaker Bio
 Dr. Larry K. Wray has over 25 years of experience in the in vitro diagnostics (IVD) industry, having held positions in R&D, project management, manufacturing, and business development.  He has held positions as Senior Director, Development at Celera; R&D Director at Ventana (now part of Roche); and various management positions in R&D, manufacturing, and business development at Abbott Diagnostics.  He has been responsible for the development and launch of over 25 products, both immunoassays and molecular diagnostics, on of a variety of instrument platforms, which have included products for blood screening, abused drug screening and therapeutic drug monitoring, bone metabolism, anatomic pathology, retrovirus, and genetic disease, all with both domestic and international registrations.  In addition to building and leading product development organizations, he established the core hybridoma facility supporting all product development, the manufacturing organization for the molecular diagnostics business, and led the successful restructuring of the diagnostic division's manufacturing organization, all at Abbott.  He authored the strategic plan and established the core reagents program at Ventana, providing the company with an internal capability to develop and manufacture critical product components.  He also led the start-up of a new business venture for osteoporosis and diseases of aging at Abbott.  Dr. Wray received his PhD in genetics from the University of Texas at Austin and was an NIH post doctoral fellow in human genetics at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.  He is currently consulting with both start-ups and established companies in establishing best-in-class product development capabilities.  
*******************************************************************
San Jose BioCenter, Tuesday Midday, March 2, 2010
Topic: The Ten Mistakes That Senior Management Teams Make with Investigational New Drug Applications

Speakers
• Panel Chair: Debra Gosling, Account Executive, Liquent Regulatory & Clinical Services, 
• Lorna Speid, M.R.Pharm.S., Ph.D., RAC., President, Speid & Associates, Inc. 
• Tom Delisi, Senior Consultant, Liquent Regulatory Services, Thomson Reuters 
• Kathryn Plank, Senior Regulatory Consultant, Liquent Direct, Thomson Reuters Click Here for Bio» 
• Jim Hilferty, Operations Manager, Regulatory & Clinical Services, Liquent Inc.
Date and Time: Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

Agenda 

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM Registration, Lunch, and Networking 

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM Presentation & Panel Discussion 

Location: The San Jose BioCenter, 5941 Optical Court, San Jose, CA 95138

Cost & Registration 
More info and registration: http://www.sjbiocenter.com/event/ev_2010Q1-IND.html
• Regular Price: $30 
• Partners' Network: $20 
• BioCenter Members: Free (please RSVP to Aurélie) 
• On-site Registration: add $10 to the above 
Space is limited for this event, so early pre-registration is recommended to avoid disappointment on the day! 
Topic Description

The achievement of a cleared Investigational New Drug application (IND) is a critical milestone for most small to mid-sized companies.  Senior Management teams face many challenges when working on these applications.  These are not easy applications to create, and there are many potential pitfalls. During this presentation the pitfalls that CEOs and senior management teams need to be aware of will be identified.  A panel session will follow the main presentation at which time the audience will be able to address questions to members of the panel. Webinar link-up is available for those who are not able to participate on-site. Please indicate if you would like to join by webinar when signing up. The details for the webinar will be sent to participants before the event.
**********************************************************************
FountainBlue's Funding Road Trip, Friday, March 5, 2010
Topic: “Your Company’s Value Proposition”
Speaker: Bill Joos, Principal, "Go To Market Consulting"
Date and Time: Friday, March 5, 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Agenda for the 'Your Positioning' Workshop:
8:30    Networking and Registration

9:00    Welcomes, Thank Yous and Introductions

9:15    Top Ten Mistakes in Business Plans

Your business plan is the most important document you'll write as an entrepreneur. It can be the ticket to funding, and interest from potential clients and partners. Learn what NOT to do so you can develop a hard-hitting, compelling business case for your company.

10:15  Break

10:30 Your Positioning          

Before you can pitch your company to raise funds or attract strategic partners and alliances, you've got to perfect your positioning. This session will provide you with a systematic approach to help you better determine your all important market definition and value propositions. This program features a hard-copy, walk-away tool that helps define these for a technology based start-up company and also includes powerful and practical techniques from market research pros to validate your customers' real pain points and the value of your painkiller. Participants will be taught how to use this tool which is based on a case-study example of a real startup

12:00  Lunch Break and Networking

12:30  Optional Working Session, with Feedback 

1:00   Adjourn and Networking until 1:30
Location: Cooley Godward Kronish LLP, Five Palo Alto Square, 3000 El Camino Real at Page Mill, Palo Alto

Audience: Early-Stage, Funding-Bound Clean Energy, High Tech and Life Science Entrepreneurs and Intrapreneurs, who have attended our October and/or our November workshops

Cost for 2 Entrepreneurs: $80 for FountainBlue members, $90 for Partners, $100 General, $110 On-Site for members and $120 On-site for non-members. An additional fee of $4-$5 will be added for processing.

Registration: Please pre-register by noon on 3/2 using the PayPal link at http://www.fountainblue.biz/fundingroadtrip.html.

Topic Description

FountainBlue is pleased to launch its spring 2010 Funding Road Trip Series, the first of a three-month workshop series serving high tech, clean energy and life science entrepreneurs within Silicon Valley. Begun in spring 2008, our workshop series is designed to help entrepreneurs think through their company's offerings as well as the market opportunity, and then communicate that opportunity succinctly and compellingly to strategic investors. 

 

This first workshop of this spring 2010 series focuses on 'Your Positioning', with modules on top ten mistakes in business plans and positioning. Our April 2 follow-up workshop will focus on the pitch to investors and our May 7 workshop will feature presentations to angel and other investors.
Speaker Bio

Bill Joos is the principal of "Go To Market Consulting", based in Palo Alto, CA. He works with early stage startups, venture capital firms and their portfolio clients. Most recently he spent 6 years as the VP of Entrepreneur Development at Garage Technology Ventures, an early stage venture capital firm that he co-founded along with Guy Kawasaki. His reputation at Garage was that he provided their clients with effective, hands-on, action-oriented strategic and tactical mentoring and coaching. Bill has worked with literally hundreds of early-to-mid stage startups and helped them polish and clarify their messages and refine their fund-raising and customer presentations; but his contributions to them extended well beyond being a "Pitch Doctor". He has mentored and coached them in go to market strategies, revenue and pricing optimization, business alliances, business development, partnerships, and marketing. Over 15,000 entrepreneurs worldwide have attended conferences where Bill has been a featured keynote speaker on various entrepreneurial topics. He has held sales and marketing positions with a variety of companies, including IBM and as a VP of the software division of Apple Computer. 

See the 8/15/08 Fox Business story on Elevator Pitch: Entrepreneurs Keep it Short and Sweet, featuring Bill:
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/elevator-pitch-entrepreneurs-short-sweet/
**********************************************************************

NCC – AWIS Workshop, Saturday, March 6, 2010

Workshop: “Develop Your Skills in Speaking with Confidence"! 
 Speakers:  Linda Bickham, Toolbox Learning Solutions; Eric Nitzberg, Nitzberg Consulting; Deb Kaufman, Deb Kaufman & Associates, Inc and Amy S. Gonzales, WOMEN Unlimited.

Date and Time: Saturday, March 6, 2010, 9:00AM to 4:00 PM

Location: Genentech Inc, Bldg 83 Rm 1A, 611 Gateway Blvd, South San Francisco - Parking is free 
For directions check http://www.gene.com/ 
Cost: AWIS members, students, and post-docs: $30; non-members: $45. Workshop includes continental breakfast and lunch.
Register via ACTEVA at http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaID=197713&CFID=11390188&CFTOKEN=73256457

Topic Description
Join us on Saturday, March 6, 2010, from M, at our workshop, where four great professionals in the field of coaching will be there for you: Learn to speak with greater confidence and creditibility in any situation---when you give a research update, present a paper, want your ideas to be heard in meetings, need to persuade or enlist others, or as you network and interview during a job search. 

*************************************************************

Biotech Bay Career Fair, Tuesday Afternoon, March 9, 2010

Event: Biotech Bay Career Fair
Location: South San Francisco Conference Center
Date and Time: Tuesday, March 9, 2010, 2pm to 7pm
Register now at:
http://www.biospace.com/jobs/seekersignin.aspx

Event Description
Looking for a new job? Networking with industry peers in an ever-changing work environment?
Sectors include: Biotech * Pharmaceutical * Medical Device & Diagnostics
Job seekers can spend a day with HR representatives and Hiring Managers from top biotech, pharma, medical device and diagnostics companies in the Bay area. 

Who should attend? 
Candidates with a 4-year degree in the life sciences and a minimum of 2-years of industry related experience are invited to attend. Just register by clicking the button below.
(Equivalent work experience may be considered in lieu of a four-year college degree. PhD and Postdoc candidates welcome.) 

What types of positions are available? 
Exhibiting companies are recruiting for positions in areas such as: QA/QC, clinical research, engineering, manufacturing, biostatistics, clinical data management, chemistry, regulatory affairs, and research. 

What companies will be there? 

Take the time to research what each company is recruiting for to see if you are a match. Most companies will be from the Bay area, but some will travel from other regions to attract top talent! If you can’t make it on event day, you can still pre-register online to allow exhibiting companies to view your resume and contact you outside of the career fair.
**********************************************************************
San Jose State University Biomedical Engineering Society, Tuesday, March 30, 2010

Event:  Bay Area Biomedical Device Conference 2010
Speakers: 

· Julian Nikolchev, Founder & CEO, Pivot, Inc.

· Rob Abrams, Operating Partner, Sanderling Ventures

· Tom Bauer, M.D., Ph.D., The Cleveland Clinic Foundation

· Larry Eiselstein, Ph.D, P.E., Exponent, Inc.

· Raj Makkar, M.D., Ph.D., Cedars’ Sinai Medical Center
· Jeffrey Lotz, M.D., Ph.D., Professor, University of California, San Francisco
Date and Time: Tuesday, March 30, 2010, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Location: Engineering Auditorium at SJSU
For details and  on-line registration, go to:
http://www.engr.sjsu.edu/bmes/2010Conference.html
Cost:
·  $195 Early Registration
· $245 Late Registration (After 3/17/2009)
· $275 Walk in registration
· $40 SJSU Students
· $75 Non-SJSU Students
Event Description
The Organizing Committee has identified and invited a set of outstanding
speakers who will address several areas that are critical to the biomedical
device industry.  There will be presentations on interventional cardiology,
device explants, corrosion of implants, intervertebral disc degeneration and
regeneration, appropriate selection of animal models for clinical trials,
regulatory affairs and entrepreneurship pertaining to medical devices.  This
event will not only cover technologically significant advances in the field,
but will also serve as a networking opportunity.
**************************************************************************************
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