
 

1 

 
 
 

  Audrey’s Life Science Meeting Picks for Jan. 25, 2015 – May, 2015 

Complimentary Service of AudreysNetwork.com 
Jan.25 2015 

 
*********************************************************** 
 

BioCentury This Week, See three new program Webcasts Starting Sunday, Dec. 28, 
2014, www.biocenturytv.com, Available anytime starting at 9:00 a.m. EDT 
 
No new program this week, but plenty of past programs available online. Programs will 

return in Feb. with new digital format. 
 
************************************************************************ 
 

Personalized Medicine World Conference, Monday – Wednesday, January 26-28, 
2015 
 
Event: “Personalized Medicine World Conference”  January 26-28, 2015 

Co-hosted with Stanford Health Care and Oracle Health Sciences 
Sessions include: 

 Cardiovascular Disease & Biomarkers  
 The CDx Conundrum: Multiple IVDs, One Biomarker  

 Applying Complementary Technologies Towards Biomarker Discovery  
Selected Speakers: 

 Margaret A. Hamburg, FDA Commissioner 
 Jay G. Wohlgemuth, SVP, Med., Science & Innov.,Quest Dx 
 Jennifer Van Eyk, Professor, Cedars-Sinai 

 Shawn M. Marcell, President & CEO, Metamark Genetics 
 William W. Chin, Executive. VP, Science & Regulatory, PhRMA 
 Bonnie H. Anderson, President & Chief Executive Officer, Veracyte 
 Peter Maag, Chief Executive Officer & President, CareDx Inc. 

 Scott Patterson, Executive Director, Medical Sciences Amgen Inc. 
See full program at http://2015sv.pmwcintl.com/program.php 
Date: January 26-28, 2015 
Location: Computer History Museum, 1401 N Shoreline Blvd 

Mountain View, CA 94043  
Cost: Registration (through November 15)  Nov 15, 2014—$1,000.00 and 
General Admission through Jan 26, 2015—$1,800.00 
Contact Information: team@pmwcintl.com 

Register by November 15 for $800 discount at  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pmwc-2015-sv-attendees-tickets-9980920201 
 
 

Event Description 
Biomarkers can be multi-faceted and play important roles in disease diagnosis, prognosis, 
and monitoring; as companion diagnostics, they are important for predicting response to 
therapy. Possible clinical biomarker applications seem almost infinite, yet there are still 
significant obstacles for broad adoption in the clinic, including technical, regulatory, and 

reimbursement challenges. 
 

http://www.biocenturytv.com/
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At PMWC 2015 - January 26-28, 2015, at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View - 
several sessions will focus on biomarkers, led by key representatives from across the 
industry.  
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about clinical biomarker development and applications 
from leading experts and join the stimulating and informative discussions. 
 
***************************************************************** 
Palo Alto AWIS, Monday Evening, Jan. 26, 2015 

 
Topic: "A career path is a series of transitions, and it's not always linear!" 
Date and Time: Monday, January 26th 7pm-9pm 
Location: : Hartley Conference Room in Mitchell Earth Science Bldg (first floor conference 

room) 
Register and RSVP by Jan 21 at: https://sites.google.com/site/paawismentoring/rsvp 
 
Topic Description 

After completing postdoctoral research in neuroscience at both Stanford and Genentech, 
Inc., Dr. Lewis worked as a scientist and scientific manager at Entelos, Inc., working closely 
with both biologists and engineers to build computer based models of disease, including 
asthma and other inflammatory diseases. She is currently working at Stanford applying 

principles of scientific management to the work in the Schnitzer lab, where innovation of 
new brain imaging modalities involves detailed planning and coordination between several 
personnel with distinct areas of expertise. 
***************************************************************** 

Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Jan. 27, 2015 
 
Topic: “See What You’re Missing! - High Performance Computing Discovers Hidden 
Biomarkers” 
Speaker: Jeffrey N. Peterson, Chairman, Veritomyx  

Date and Time: Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015 – 8:30am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 
Cost: Free 
There is no registration required for morning meetings. 

 
  
Topic Description 
Biomarker discovery, identification and characterization in proteomics and metabolomics is 

plagued by limitations in mass spectrometry, signal processing and identification algorithms.  
In need of better solutions, Target Discovery formed its Veritomyx subsidiary to bring a 
convergence high performance computing and state-of-the-art signal processing algorithms 
to bear on this challenge.  Once again, convergence around and across the boundaries of 

disciplines yields astonishing results.  
 
Speaker Bio 
Jeffrey N. Peterson is the CEO of Target Discovery, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA), a Personalized 

Medicine Diagnostics company, initially focusing on high-value cancer treatment guidance 
applications.  TDI is developing and applying proprietary proteomics tools, to identify and 
leverage the "missing link" in biochemical pathway control and biomarker utility: the specific 
modification states of proteins (isoforms).  Mr. Peterson serves as Chairman of TDI's 
majority-owned subsidiary company Veritomyx, Inc., which couples high-performance 

computing with innovative signal processing strategies to provide breakthrough accuracy in 
peptide, protein, isoform and metabolite identification and characterization.   

https://sites.google.com/site/paawismentoring/rsvp
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Mr. Peterson serves as Chairman of the Board of Pressure Biosciences, Inc. (PBIO), an 
innovative platform technology company utilizing extreme pressure cycling to control bio-
molecular interactions, to optimize sample preparation across the range of life science R&D 
and diagnostic applications.  

 
Mr. Peterson brings broad executive general management, multi-functional, multi-business 
and international experience to these roles.  Prior to Target Discovery, he served as CEO of 
Sharpe, Peterson, Ocheltree & Associates, an international business development consulting 
firm assisting Fortune 500 and many smaller firms in business expansion and strategy.  He 

spent 9 years in key management roles in Abbott Laboratories’ Diagnostics and 
International (Pharmaceuticals, Hospital Products, Nutritionals, Consumer) businesses, last 
serving as CEO and General Manager of Abbott South Africa, where he doubled the sales 
and tripled the income of this 50 year-old business in 3.5 years, during the tumult of South 

Africa’s political transition.  He played an earlier pivotal management role in Abbott’s 
successful introduction and support of multiple new diagnostics instrument and reagent 
systems in the history-making X-System series, including the IMx (the highest global sales 
diagnostic system of its era). 

Mr. Peterson's experience prior to Abbott included 11 years with General Electric’s 
Engineered Materials and Plastics businesses, spanning roles in strategic planning, business 
development, technology licensing, marketing/sales, operations/quality and R&D.  He 

completed the Entrepreneurship curriculum and holds BSChE and MSChE (Chemical 
Engineering) degrees from MIT.  He holds six issued US and many related international 
patents. 

Mr. Peterson is Chair Emeritus of the BayBio Institute, a non-profit organization serving the 
regional life science community.  He serves on the Board of BayBio, the trade association 
for the life sciences industry in Northern California, and provides regular mentorship support 
to the CEO and startup teams of IR2Dx and several other BayBio Fellow companies.  He 
participated in founding and is an active leader in the Coalition for 21st Century Medicine, 
and in BIO's Personalized Medicine & Diagnostics Group.  He often serves as a keynote, 
speaker or panelist on life sciences/healthcare policy, technology and workforce 
development matters. 

Mr. Peterson has lived and worked overseas for 18 years, in the Middle East, Europe and 
Africa.  Amongst many interests outside of his profession, Mr. Peterson is Chair Emeritus of 
the American International School of Johannesburg.  He has served on the Board and 
continues to assist Myverse, a teen and collegiate personal and professional development 

resource, enabled with social media on web and mobile platforms.  He is Past President and 
an active Board member of the San Carlos Tennis Club (a USTA Community Tennis 
Association), provided volunteer tennis coaching to train 50 new players over two years, 
and is an active volunteer with Bay Area Ski Bus. 
**************************************************************** 
QED at Qb3, Tuesday Afternoon, Jan. 27, 2015 
 
Event: How to Solve Immigration Issues Faced by Entrepreneurs 
Speakers: Norman Plotkin, Partner, Jackson & Hertogs and Atessa Chehrazi, Partner, Jackson 
& Hertogs 
Date and time: Tuesday, Jan. 27, noon to 1:00 pm 
Location: Room n-114, Genentech Hall, UCSF Mission Bay 
Fee: $10:00 for general admission 
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Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/qed-norman-plotkin-and-atessa-chehrazi-how-to-
solve-immigration-issues-faced-by-entrepreneurs-tickets-14424186129 
 
Topic description 

 

Startups want to hire talented employees with the 
right skills, but many candidates may need to be 
sponsored by the employer because they might not 
be us citizens or permanent residents. How can a 

founder establish an immigration policy to attract 
and retain the best and the brightest? What visa 
options are available and how best to navigate 
through us immigration laws? Norman plotkin and 

atessa chehrazi, partners at the immigration law firm 
jackson & hertogs, will explain how the most 
common visas such as h-1b, j-1 and tn work and will 
describe recent developments in immigration law. 

What you'll learn 
 How us immigration laws work and what the 

differences between the h-1b, j-1, o-1, and tn visas 
are  

 How to establish an internal immigration 

program so that you can compete with larger 
companies that have many immigration cases  

 What the most recent developments in 
immigration law are  

 How to prepare for h-1b visa cap filings  
 What the alternatives to the h-1b visa are 

************************************************************* 

NCDG Roundtable, Wednesday Evening, Jan. 28, 2015 
 
Topic:"Process Definition & Process Risk Management 
Speaker: Gary Seeger, Quality Assurance, Regulatory Affairs and Document Control 
activities, Stellartech Research Corporation 

Moderator: Thi Nguyen, CQE, CSQE, Principal Quality Engineer, TheraNova, will facilitate the 
session. 
Date and Time: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (PST):  
Location: Triple Ring Technologies, 39655 Eureka Drive, Newark, CA 94560 

Cost: See pricing at registration url https://www.eventbrite.com/e/january-2015-ncdg-
roundtable-process-quality-process-introduction-and-flow-tickets-
15244017266?ref=enivte001&invite=NzQzNjE5NC9hdWRyZXllcmJlc0Bhb2wuY29tLzA%3D&
utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=invitemodernv2&ref=enivte00

1&utm_term=attend 
Registration link at ncdgjan2015.eventbrite.com 
 
Topic Description 

Join ASQ Biomedical NCDG for the initial 2015 Roundtable, 
the presentation will provide an overview on Process Quality.   
  
This round table presentation is to give audience an introduction 

into Process Quality and outline the Process Quality Flow.   
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In the coming months, ASQ NCDG will go into depth by proving sessions on Process Quality, 
IQ/OQ/PQ, Process Control, and Process Improvement. 
Join us for these presentations and interactive discussions on Process Quality.  
  

Speaker Bio 
Gary Seeger directs the Quality Assurance, Regulatory Affairs and Document Control 
activities of Stellartech Research Corporation.  Gary has more than 25 years of experience 
in pharmaceutical and medical device quality assurance and regulatory affairs, including the 
establishment of  quality systems and the determination of strategic regulatory pathways 

for medical device clearances and approvals. Gary’s quality system expertise includes QSR, 
MDD, and ISO 13485 compliance and his regulatory expertise encompasses 510k 
clearances, IDE, PMA and CE approvals. Gary is a Certified Quality Engineer (CQE) and 
Certified Reliability Engineer (CRE).  Gary holds a BS in Physics from Harvey Mudd College 

and an MBA from UCLA and served as a Captain and Naval Aviator in the United States 
Marine Corps. 
*********************************************************** 
NorCal BioPharma PM, Wednesday Evening, Jan. 28, 2015 

 
Event: 2015 New Year Mixer 
Date and Time:   January 28, 2015, 6:00-8:30 PM 
Location:   Porterhouse Restaurant 

  60 E. Third Ave. 
  San Mateo, CA 
Pricing: $20, if pre-registered by January 22 
  $30 walk-in (cash only) 

Register: www.norcalbppm.blogspot.com 
 
Event Description 
Resolve to expand your network in 2015!  Kick-off the new year by making new professional 
connections and deepening existing ones. 

 
Join us in the bar and lounge for an evening of delicious appetizers and free-flowing 
networking.  Cash bar.  
 

Enjoy a relaxed evening out socializing and catching up on the latest industry buzz with 
your fellow professionals in biotech. 
 
Contact: norcalbiopharma@gmail.com 

 
*********************************************************** 
WIB, Thursday Evening, Jan. 29, 2015 
 

Event: Peninsula Speed Networking Event 
Date and Time: Thursday, January 29, 2015, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. PST 

6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Check-in 

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Introduction and Speed Networking 

8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Closing 

 
Location: Foley and Lardner LLP, 555 California Street, Suite 1700, San Francisco, CA 
94104-1520 
Registration Deadline: January 26, 2015 

http://www.norcalbppm.blogspot.com/
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Price: Members: $20; Non-Members: $35 
*Five students can register at the member rate.  Please email 
Sanfrancisco@womeninbio.org to obtain the discount code. 
Register at http://www.womeninbio.org/eventdetails.aspx?EventId=23106 

 
Event Description 
Join women from around the Bay Area for a fun evening of Speed Networking! We have had 
great success with our Speed Networking events around the Bay Area and are excited to put 
on the latest event in the Peninsula! So grab your business cards, polish up your 30-second 

introduction, and join us for a fun, fast-paced evening to meet other women in the 
Pharma/Biotech Industry. In two hours you’ll mingle, learn fast facts, and make new 
connections. Space is limited so please register early. 
 

***************************************************************** 
AAPS-BADG, Thursday Evening, Jan. 29, 2015 
 
Topic: "Implications of Phase Transitions on Stability of Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology 

Products" 
Speaker: Dr. Raj Suryanarayanan  
Professor at University of Minnesota and William & Mildred Peters Endowed Chair 
Date and Time:  Thursday, January 29, 2015, 6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Location: Crowne Plaza Foster City, 1221 Chess Drive, Foster City, CA 94404 
Cost: Pre-registration members- $45;pre-registration for nonmembers -$50; 
Members in transition and graduate students- $10 
Register at http://www.aaps-badg.org/ 

 
Topic Description 
Transitions during pharmaceutical processing and product storage: This talk will focus on 
conventional dosage forms. The focus will be on physical (crystallization, polymorphic 
transition) and chemical (in situ salt formation, cocrystal formation) transitions brought 

about during processing. 
 
Monitoring phase transitions in frozen systems and during freeze drying - Potential 
implications on product performance: This talk will focus on freeze-dried systems and 

is more suitable for people interested in macromolecules. 
 
************************************************************************* 
CalBio 2015, March 2-3, 2015 
 
Topic: “Extreme Makeover: Are Pharma-University Deals Paying Off?” 

Location: San Francisco 
Learn more at www.CalBio2015.org 
 

Event Description 
Leave it to California biotechs to turn the conventional public-private partnership model into the 
unconventional.  
 
The status quo for first right of refusal for technologies has been challenged, and new, more creative 
pharma-university collaborations are being struck, including technology scouting deals.  
 
Earlier stage collaborations and competitions are becoming common. But how will they pan out? And 
what collaboration results are we seeing already? 
****************************************************************** 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Feb. 3, 2015 

http://www.calbio2015.org/
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Topic: “From the Patient and Agency lens - Drug Development and Approval “ 
Speaker: Chitra Sharma, Technical Consultant .  
Date and Time: Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015, 8:30 am 

Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA  
Topic Description 
The Drug development process is ever evolving. Expectations that allow patient access to 
medicines are more stringent than ever. The last decade has seen significant changes to 
how we do business and more importantly, what the Agencies around the world expect from 

us, in conduct and in submissions. 
A review of near misses, what it takes to get that drug to approval and more importantly, 
what it takes to maintain Quality and Compliance will be a focus. 
No cost or registration required. 

 
Speaker Bio 
Chitra Sharma is a Technical Consultant with over 15 years experience in pharmaceutical 
development of small and large molecules. Chitra has specific experience in late stage 

product development, quality and regulatory strategy areas. She takes on projects that 
need a strong analytical focus in Method Development and Validation, sets Quality policies 
that help stay in compliance and strengthens internal resources with product specific needs 
for Client organizations. 

She has authored and reviewed submissions and led several inspections by US FDA, EMA, 
ANVISA, TFDA, K-FDA, Canadian, Russian Ministry and the Japanese Agency. She has 
trained and led PAI preparedness teams at client, CMO and partner sites, internationally. 
Chitra has worked with companies to get them inspection ready as facilities and sites, 

globally, and has also worked on solution focused Inspection responses and actions for 
outcomes such as “483” Observations, Warning letters. She also works on Quality 
investigations, Counterfeit investigations, Field Alerts and Product recalls routinely. 
Chitra previously worked at Vivus, Genentech, Cor Therapeutics, Roche BioSciences and 
Boehringer Ingelheim. She holds a MS in Pharmaceutical Sciences from the University of 

Connecticut, Storrs, CT. 
************************************************************************* 
QB3, Tuesday Afternoon, Feb. 3, 2015 
 

Topic: "Best practices in taxes and accounting for startups" 
Speakers: Ryan Fischesser, Partner, BHLF; Brent Hillberg, Partner, BHLF and Robbie Lewis, 
Partner, BHLF 
Date and Time: Tuesday, February 3, 2015 from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM (PST)Location: 

QB3@953, 953 Indiana St., San Francisco 
Cost:  
General admission - $10 
QB3 and UC students – free 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/qed-ryan-fischesser-brent-hillberg-robbie-lewis-
best-practices-in-taxes-and-accounting-for-startups-tickets-15171280709 
 
Topic Description 

Many pitfalls await the entrepreneur filing taxes for his or her startup. Mixing personal and 
business taxes, failing to account for expenses properly, or missing quarterly payments are 
just some of the ways you can get into trouble. But help is on the way. On Tuesday, 
February 3, Robbie Lewis and colleagues from the accounting firm BHLF will give us a 
seminar on best practices—with a special focus on accounting and financial compliance for 

recipients of federal grants such as SBIRs. Join us to learn how to do startup accounting and 
taxes right. 



 

8 

 
Speaker Bios 
Brent Hillberg, CPA   Brent has a BS degree in managerial economics and an MBA with an 
emphasis in finance and accounting from the University of California, Davis. He performs 

attest, accounting, and tax services for businesses, nonprofits, benefit plans and individuals. 
His experience in auditing and tax includes start-ups, single audits (OMB Circular A-133), 
employee benefit plans, technology and manufacturing industries, professional services, 
restaurants, and waste management. Brent is a member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and the California Society of CPA’s. 

 
Robbie Lewis, CPA   Robbie earned his degree in economics from University of California, 
Santa Cruz, and has experience in performing various auditing and accounting services for 
private and public clients. His proven performance areas include life sciences, software, and 

private equity funds. He previously served as the Treasurer of the San Ramon Valley 
Education Foundation and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and the California Society of CPA’s. 
  

Ryan Fischesser, CPA   Ryan received his BS degree from Saint Mary's College of California, 
majoring in business with an emphasis in financial services. He has a diverse background 
providing audit and accounting services to early stage start-ups and non-profit organizations 
with program-specific or single audit (OMB Circular A-133) requirements. He has experience 

working with clients from the technology, manufacturing, restaurant, waste management 
and airline industries. He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and the California Society of CPA's. 
 

************************************************************************* 
Medtech Frontiers, Thursday Evening, Feb. 5, 2015 
 
Topic: “Scalable Microfluidic Design to Advance Precision Bioseparations” 
Speaker: Professor Amy E. Herr, University of California, Berkeley 

Date and Time: February 5, 2015, 6pm-9pm (talk begins at 6:45) 
Location: Triple Ring Technologies, 39655 Eureka Dr., Newark, CA 
Register at 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eaepel8n079a3bb4&o

seq=&c=&ch= 
 
Topic Description  
Biology is becoming quantitative. Technology advances have driven a genomics revolution 

with sweeping impact on our understanding of life processes. Nevertheless, the arguably 
more important "proteomics revolution" remains unrealized. While microfluidic technology 
has advanced separations science, progress lags in the multi-stage separations that are a 
hallmark of proteomics. This talk will summarize new microengineering design for critical 

multi-stage protein assays. I will detail our tunable photopatterned materials for switchable 
function, microfluidic architectures for seamless integration of discrete stages, and 
multiplexed readouts for quantitation. As specific case studies, I will discuss a spectrum of 
translational measurements my group is making possible: from near-patient diagnostics for 

HIV confirmation to biomarker validation of cancer signaling isoforms to single-cell Western 
blotting of pathway activation during neural stem cell differentiation. Performance and 
operational gains will be discussed, including quantitation capability, total assay automation, 
and minimization of dispersion to maximize information content. Ultimately, our work 
infuses protein measurement advances into the biological and biomedical sciences. 

  
Speaker Bio 
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Professor Amy E. Herr received her BS degree from Caltech and her MS and PhD degrees 
from Stanford in Mechanical Engineering. Prior to joining the faculty at UC Berkeley, Prof. 
Herr was a Biosystems Research staff member at Sandia National Laboratories (Livermore). 
At UC Berkeley since 2007, Prof. Herr's research focuses on instrumentation innovation to 

advance quantitation in life sciences and clinical problems - impact spans from tools for 
fundamental research (cell signaling) to near-patient disease diagnostics. Her major awards 
include: the 2012 Young Innovator Award from Analytical Chemistry and the Chemical & 
Biological Microsystems Society, the 2012 Ellen Weaver Award from the Association for 
Women in Science (AWIS), a 2012 Bakar Fellowship at UC Berkeley, a 2011 NSF CAREER 

Award, the 2011 Eli Lilly & Co. New Investigator Award in analytical chemistry, a 2010 NIH 
New Innovator Award, a 2010 Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellowship (chemistry), a 2009 
DARPA Young Faculty Award, the 2009 Hellman Family Faculty Fund Award from UC 
Berkeley, and the 2008 Regents' Junior Faculty Fellowship from UC. She Chaired (2009) & 

Vice-chaired (2007) the Gordon Research Conference (GRC) on the Physics & Chemistry of 
Microfluidics. Professor Herr is an elected Fellow of the American Institute of Medical and 
Biological Engineering (AIMBE), a standing member of the NIH Nanotechnology Study 
Section, a Board member of the Chemical & Biological Microsystems Society (CMBS, 

oversees the microTAS conferences), and is on the Advisory Boards for the UCSF Rosenman 
Institute and the journal Analytical Chemistry.   
  
***************************************************************** 

GGPF, Wednesday Evening, Feb. 11, 2015 
 
Event: Golden Gate Polymer Forum Feb. 2015 Dinner Lecture- "Selective Cleavage of 
Amphiphilic Block Copolymers: Synthetic Methods for Preparation, and Applications as Thin 

Films?" 
Speaker: Prof. E. Bryan Coughlin,  University of Massachusetts Amherst,  Polymer Science 
and Engineering Department 
Date and Time:  Wednesday, Feb. 11 
6:00 PM  social hour 

7:00 PM  dinner 
8:00 PM  presentation 
Location:  Hilton Garden Inn - San Mateo, 2000 Bridgepointe Circle, San Mateo, CA 
Cost: 

Employed/postdocs:  $30 early registration, $35 regular registration 
Unemployed/retired/students:  $15 early registration, $20 regular registration 
Free if you attend just the lectures at 8:00 PM (but please let us know for headcount) 
After deadline: 

Registration not guaranteed, so contact us 
Late fee applies if space available -- $40 regular/employed, $25 
unemployed/student/retired 
Deadlines for registration: 

End of discounted advance registration:  11:59 PM, Tuesday, Feb. 3 
End of regular (full-price) registration:  5:00 PM, Sunday, Feb. 8 
Register at www.GGPF.org 
          

Topic Description 
Block copolymers are well-known to develop ordered morphologies as a result of the non-
favorable interactions between the two segments.  The morphology that is developed is a 
consequence of the relative volume fraction between the domains, and is on the size scale 
of the tens of nanometers.  This length scale is desirable for many applications in 

nanotechnology.    In order to elaborate on block copolymers as a scaffold it is necessary to 
first develop ordered arrays of block copolymers.  Once ordered, the remaining challenges 
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are the selective removal of one of the two domains to create a nanoporous template 
followed by the selective back filling of the open spaces.   This presentation will describe two 
synthetic strategies to prepare well-defined block copolymers with a cleavable junction point 
between the two segments.  The demonstration of the stimuli responsiveness of these block 

copolymer will also be highlighted for preparing nano-sized arrays of silica, gold wires, and 
iron oxide toroids. 
 
Speaker Bio 
E. Bryan Coughlin studied chemistry at Grinnell College, and received his B. A. in 1988. 

Upon the completion of his Doctorate in Chemistry at the California Institute of Technology 
in 1993, he joined the Central Research and Development Department of the DuPont 
Company.   He was on the technical staff for nearly six years.  He is a co-inventor of the 
DuPont's Versipol(r) Polyolefin Technology Platform, and has over 25 patents to his name.  

Since 1999 Dr. Coughlin has been on the Faculty of the Polymer Science and Engineering 
Department at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst where he is currently a Full 
Professor.  His research interests are broad and cover aspects of synthetic polymer 
chemistry and material characterization studies of polymers for use in fuel cells, lithium ion 

batteries, light harvesting polymer for organic photovoltaics, functional hybrid materials, 
and fire-safe polymers. 
 
Because we must pay the restaurant for the ordered meal, we must ask no-shows to pay for 

their reservation. 
However, penalty-free cancellations are allowed up until the deadline for reservations (5PM 
Tuesday, Jan. 13) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
We accept cash or checks at the door, but are unable to accept payment by credit card at 
the event. 
*************************************************************************
*************** 

Tri-Conference 2015, Sunday-Friday, Feb. 15-20, 2015 
 
Date: Sunday-Friday, Feb. 15-20, 2015 
Location: Moscone North Convention Center, San Francisco, CA 

Find details and how to get exhibit hall pass which is traditionally free at 
http://www.triconference.com/ 
Register at http://www.triconference.com/registration/ 
 

 
Conference Description 
The 22nd International Molecular Medicine Tri-Conference is the industry's Preeminent 
Event on Molecular Medicine, focusing on Drug Discovery, Genomics, Diagnostics and 

Information Technology. Spanning six days this year, the Tri-Conference includes an 
expanded program that includes 6 symposia, over 20 short courses, and 17 conference 
programs. 
 

 
For over 20 years, Tri-Conference attendees gained insight and knowledge by attending the 
event, knowledge that they were able to take with them, and have an immediate impact on 
their research. Plan to attend this year's event where you can be part of driving change and 
working towards shaping the future of medicine. 

 
Why attend the Tri-Conference?  

http://www.triconference.com/
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 Network with over 3000+ attendees from over 40 countries  
 Hear over 500 speakers from across all industries, all research fields, and from all 

over the world  

 Choose from over 400 presentations and panel discussions  
 New 2015 Programs focusing on Genomic Technologies for Patient Stratification and 

Technology-Driven Oncology Clinical Development  
 Two new Symposia including: New Frontiers in Gene Editing and Clinical Cancer 

Immunotherapy  

 Create Your Conference -- two options, choose from All Access or build your own 
program with our a-la-carte option  

 Showcase your Research by Presenting a Scientific Poster  
 Participate in one of 40 Roundtable Discussions  

 Book meetings with fellow attendees using Intro-Net  
 View over 150 Scientific Posters  
 Schedule your days' events using the Tri-Conference App  
 Visit with over 200 companies in the exhibit hall  

 Network with your peers during coffee breaks and receptions  
 Attend Sponsored Luncheon Presentations  
 Student Fellowships available for Grad Students and PhD Candidates  
 

*************************************************************************
************** 
 
CACO-PBSS Workshop, Feb. 17, 2015 

 
Topic: “Good Laboratory Practices (GLP): fundamentals, regulatory requirements & best 
practices (in collaboration of SQA)” 
Speakers: Greg Furrow, Debi Garvin, Linda Palagi Lynn 
Date: Feb. 17, 2015, 12:45 – 5:30 pm 

Location: Crowne Plaza, Foster City, CA 
See further details closer to event and register at http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
 
Event Description 

This workshop will include a discussion of the background of incidents which triggered 
the Good Laboratory Practices (GLP) regulations, an overview of the GLP regulations  and a 
presentation on GLPcompliant bio-analysis.  Presentations will include considerations for 
multisite studies with outsourced phases. After completing this workshop participants should 

be able to understand the origin and purpose of the GLP regulations and also understand 
current best practices, most common shortfalls and application to bio-analysis. 
Presentations: 

 Landmark Cases in the Development of the GLPs – Greg Furrow (President, 

SQA)GLP Overview - Debi Garvin (Consultant)  
o Appreciate the relationship between scientific review and compliance 

monitoring 
o Appreciate the consequences of non-compliance on public health 

o Understand the origin of GLPs; every provision of FDA GLPs is traceable to 
observations in these cases 

 GLP Overview - Debi Garvin (Consultant) 
  
o Brief overview of the GLP regulations 

o Link GLP regulations to the problems that resulted in the regulations 
o Understand the relationship of science to the GLPs 

http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx
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 Applying GLPs to the Bioanalytic Phase of a Study – Linda Palagi Lynn (Consultant)  
o What regulations apply for clinical vs. non-clinical studies – understanding the 

differences 
o Study conduct - ensuring compliance and quality data 

o BA lab responsibilities for multi-site studies 
o Sponsor/CRO – Keys to a happy and compliant relationship 

 
*********************************************************************** 
Life Sciences Angel Pitch, Thursday Evening, Feb. 15, 2015 

 
Moderator: Serdar Yeralan,PhD, Managing Partner, SYN2 LLC 
Panelists:  
Roberta Lee, Retired MD, Startup Founder, Angel Investor, Keiretsu Forum;  

Bob Novelli, Retired Life Sciences Executive, Consultant, Angel Investor; 
Adam Schlifke, MD, MBA, Founder and Innovator; Ben Pensak, Morgan Lewis 
Date and Time: February 19, 2015, 6:00-8:30 PM  
Agenda: 

Doors open and networking: 6 PM 
Program: 6:30-8:30 PM 
Hors d'oeuvres and beverages will be served. 
Location: One Market, Spear Street Tower, San Francisco 

Cost: VC Taskforce members - $75; Affiliate Organization- $85 and General Admission - 
$105. 
Event Sponsor: Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP 
 

If you would like to pitch use this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/life-sciences-angel-
pitch-register-to-pitch-tickets-15426506095 
Registration to pitch 
 
If you would like to be on "pitch stand-by" or in general attendance use this link: 

Registration for general attendance and pitch standby 
 
Topic Description  
The Life Science Investor Pitch programs through VC Taskforce offer an opportunity for 

entrepreneurs seeking start up funding to pitch in front of a distinguished panel of investors. 
VC Taskforce and Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP have partnered to bring to you a 
scintillating program series to bring entrepreneurs and investors together in the life science 
fields. The evening will be exciting and a terrific learning experience for all entrepreneurs. 

Entrepreneurs learn what investors are looking for in a pitch presentation. 
 
Entrepreneurs seeking capital will pitch for 2 minutes in front of the investor panel. This is 
followed by 5 minutes of Q&A and then non-rebuttal feedback by the panel. A score of 1-5 

is given to each presenting company by each panel member. Please note that pitching time 
limits will be strictly enforced! 
 
Investors come and listen to entrepreneurs’ pitches. You never know where you’ll find your 

next deal. Find out how our panel of investors rates entrepreneurs’ pitches; which investors 
pass and for what reasons; and which entrepreneurs other investors want to talk to ASAP. 
Please let us know if you would like to participate on one of our Life Science Investor Pitch 
panels. 
 

This is a great opportunity for entrepreneurs to network with investors, present their 
company, and hear first-hand what it takes to raise early-stage capital. If you are an 
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entrepreneur in a startup that is currently seeking capital and would like to present your 
best 2 minute elevator pitch to a panel of investors, you must register in advance and have 
confirmation from the program manager that you are on the list of presenters. The 
maximum number of presenters is limited to ten. 

 
To present a pitch, prior to registering, please contact Simone Adams or call 415.888.2486 
to learn of slot availability. Slots to present are assigned on a first-come basis. If a slot is 
available you must register and send Simone Adams your confirmation number and the 
name of your company. Receipt of your confirmation number ensures assignment of a 

presentation slot. You will also receive further instructions and advice on preparing your 
best pitch. 
 
Please note: Registering does not reserve a pitch time. You must contact Simone Adams per 

instructions above to reserve a slot to pitch. 
 
 
Registration: 

VC Taskforce Members  
Affiliate Organization Members  
General Admission 
(If space is available, door registration is an additional $10)  

 
Please note: Space is limited, register early! 
 
If you would like to pitch use this link: 

Registration to pitch 
 
If you would like to be on "pitch stand-by" or in general attendance use this link: 
Registration for general attendance and pitch standby 
 

ATTENDEE AUDIO OR VIDEO TAPING THIS PROGRAM IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. 
 
Life Science Co-Chairs: Serdar Yeralan  and Simone Adams 

Program Registrar: Simone Adams 415.888.2486  
 
************************************************************ 
JLABS, Thursday Morning, Feb. 19, 2015 

 
Event: “Meet with…The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation” 
Participating Representative: Bob More | Head of Venture Investing, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation 

Date and Time: Thursday, Feb. 19, 2015, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Location: JLABS, South San Francisco, CA 
Cost:   
General Public Feb 18, 2015 - $25.00 

Details and registration at http://jlabsbay-gates2015-b2d.eventbrite.com 
 
Event Description 
The Gates Foundation has made $3.6 billion in grant payments in 2013 with a total of $31.6 
billion in grant payments since its inception. Focus areas for investments center on 

infectious diseases including HIV, polio, TB, dengue and malaria, as well as diagnostics and 
health IT ideas that bring health interventions to those who need them most. 
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************************************************************** 
BayBio Lunch and Learn, Tuesday Midday, Feb. 24, 2015 
 
Event: Lunch and Learn: Review of the Sunshine Act | Lessons Learned 

Date and Time: Tuesday, February 24, 2015, 11:00AM – 1:00PM 
Location: HCP/BayBio Event Center, 250 E. Grand Avenue, Suite 26, South San Francisco, 
CA 94080 
Cost: Members: Complimentary; Non-Members: $75 
Register at https://baybio.org/lunch-and-learn-sunshine-act-2-24-15/ 

 
Topic Description 
The regular meetings of the BayBio Lunch and Learns focus on emerging trends and best 
industry practices. In order to help companies and individuals learn from each others’ 

experiences, the series covers issues related to therapeutic, medical device, diagnostic and 
other industry segments. Presentations and open dialogue from topic experts engage the 
audience for an intimate conversation. Each Lunch and Learn is generally followed by 
networking. 

******************************************************************** 
 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, March 3, 2015 
 

Topic: “Surgery Without a Trace” 
Speaker: Cal Huntzinger, Principal, Redwood Biomedical Consulting 
Date and Time: Tuesday, March 3, 2015 – 8:30am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 

Cost: Free 
There is no registration required for morning meetings. 
 
Topic Description 
Practice of radiation therapy has shown dramatic changes that allow it to be practiced in 

ways until recently unknown. Cal will inform attendees how to achieve sophisticated surgery 
without incision and latter’s assorted wounds and associated care and potential negative 
impact. 
 

Speaker Bio 
Cal Huntzinger has over 30 years of experience in Medtech with 25 years of corporate  
middle and upper management roles including extensive experience in cutting edge 
technologies and strategic and marketing responsibilities at Varian Medical Systems. Most 

recently he was Senior Director, Medical Affairs, Varian Medical Systems and before that 
Senior Director, Varian Surgical Sciences with a leading role in Varian’s newly formed 
Medical Affairs Group, focusing on Medical Advisor Boards, medical informatics and 
healthcare economics. In recent prior position he was critical to development of Varian’s 

radiosurgery commercial strategy, including the definition, development and commercial 
launch of the Edge, TrueBeam STx, Novalis TX and Trilogy Tx image-guiden radiosurgery 
polatforms, with a combined market value of over $700 million dollars. In that role he also 
directed all marketing efforts for the Varian Surgical Sciences group. 

 
Prior to multiple management roles including Product Management at Varian Medical, he 
worked in Health Physics Group at Stanford University and Special Projects Division and 
dosimetry group at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. 
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He holds undergrad degree from California State University-Hayward and MS in Radiological 
Health Physics from San Jose State University as well as AeA from Stanford Executive 
Institute. 
 

***************************************************************** 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, March 10, 2015 
 
Topic: “Active Investors and Exits in Venture Healthcare” 
Speaker: Jonathan Norris, Managing Director for SVB's Healthcare Practice 

Date and Time: Tuesday, March 10, 2014 
Location: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, 650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto CA  
Cost:  
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only  

$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only  
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members  
$25 - Walk-ins  
Look for registration details at www.Bio2DeviceGroup.org 

 
Speaker Bio 
Jon Norris is a managing director for SVB's Healthcare practice. Norris oversees business 
development efforts for banking and lending opportunities as well as spearheading strategic 

relationships with many healthcare venture capital firms. He also helps SVB Capital through 
sourcing and advising on direct equity co-investment and limited partnership allocations.  
 
In addition, he has authored numerous thought leadership peices examining the flow of 

capital into healthcare, including detailed analysis of venture-backed M&A and IPOs. Norris 
has more than thirteen years of banking experience working with life science companies and 
venture capital firms. 
 
Prior to joining SVB Capital, Norris was a founding member and senior vice president of 

Square 1 Bank, an early stage technology bank, where he was responsible for sourcing 
deals and managing regional and national venture capital relationships. Norris also served 
more than six years at Imperial Bank (subsequently acquired by Comerica Bank), most 
recently as senior vice president and group manager of the Northern California Life Science 

Practice. Prior to banking, Norris was a practicing litigation attorney, specializing in 
employment defense and toxic tort litigation. 
************************************************************************* 
JLABS, Thursday Morning, March 19, 2015 

 
Event: “Meet With... California Institute For Regenerative Medicine” 
Date and Time: Thursday, 03/19/15 at 10:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Location: JLABS, 329 Oyster Point Blvd., 3rd Floor, South San Francisco, CA  

Fee: $25 for general public 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE for one-on-one meetings: 02/13/15 
Read More > http://jlabsbay-cirm2015-b2d.eventbrite.com 

 
Topic Description 
CIRM was established in 2004 with the passage of Proposition 71, which provided for $3 
billion of funding to advance stem cell research and enabling technologies. Since inception, 
CIRM has made tremendous progress advancing stem cell therapies to patients and will 

have ten therapies approved for clinical trials by the end of 2014! CIRM still has $1 billion 

http://jlabsbay-cirm2015-b2d.eventbrite.com/
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left to invest and is interested in funding new companies working to translate therapies from 
bench-to-bedside.  
************************************************************************* 
PBSS, Monday, March 23, 2015 

 
Topic: “Antibody Drug Conjugate (ADC) Based Anticancer Therapeutics: Discovery, 
Development, Regulatory Issues” 
Speakers: Tom Pillow, Bogdan Olenyuk, Kedan Lin (Genentech); Samadhi Vithanrana (Takeda); 
Date and Time: Monday, March 23, 2015 8:45 am – 5:00 pm 

Location: Foster City Crowne Plaza (SF Bay Area) 
Details and registration at http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
 
************************************************************** 

BioDesign, Monday, March 23, 2015 
 
Event: From the Innovator’s Workshop 
Speaker: Eric Topol, Health Chief Academic Officer, Scripps Health, San Diego 

Date and Time: Only date Monday, March 23 provided 
Location: Li Ka Shing Center for Learning , 291 Campus Drive West, Stanford, CA   
Register at http://app.certain.com/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x1914840402d 
General Admission: $45  Limit: 100; Stanford Alumni  $ 35.00  Limit: 100;  Biodesign 

Alumni Fellow  $ 25.00  Limit: 100    
*********************************************************** 
EPPICon 2015, Saturday, March 28, 2015 
 

Topic: “Digital Disruption in Life Sciences” 
Date and Time: Saturday, March 28, 2015, 8:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Location: Santa Clara Convention Center, Santa Clara, CA 
 
Registration will open in mid-January. 

 
PROGRAM: 
This year's sessions: 
 * Plenary Keynote 

 * Shortening the Drug Development Cycle 
 * Innovations in Medical Devices & Diagnostics 
 * Speed Pitch 
 * Investor Panel (Incubators, Seed Capital, Angels, VCs): What's Hot and What's Not 

 * Digital Health 
 * Closing Keynote: Disruptive Technologies 
The conference will end with a cocktail reception in the evening. 
  

************************************************************* 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, April 14, 2015 
Topic: “Vaccines, Canaries and Coalmines: What lessons for Biopharma from the Oldest 
Class of Biologics?” 

Speaker: Piers Whitehead, Special Advisor to the CEO, Acquisitions, PaxVax 
Date and Time: TuesdayApril 14, 2015, 6:00 pm 
Location: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, 650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto CA  
Cost:  
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only  

$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only  
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members  

http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx


 

17 

$25 - Walk-ins  
Register at www.Bio2DeviceGroup.org 
  
Topic Description 

Since at least the 15th Century, people have been vaccinating against infectious disease.  As 
the most “mature” biopharma sector, what can we learn from it about broader biopharma 
trends, such as industry concentration, the role of developing country producers, achieving 
global access, industry cycles and more? 
 

Speaker Bio 
Mr. Whitehead joined PaxVax in early 2013 and brings 20 years of experience in the 
vaccines and biopharmaceutical industries. He previously served as Vice President of 
Corporate Development for Paris-based Neovacs. Prior to that, he was Vice President of 

Corporate and Business Development for vaccine company, VaxGen. At VaxGen, he 
negotiated several important partnerships and led the company’s commercial strategy, 
resulting in the award of a nearly one billion dollar Project Bioshield Act contract. He also 
spent 10 years at Mercer Management Consulting, where he headed the San Francisco office 

and led marketing, strategy, and manufacturing projects for clients including the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), UNICEF, and several private-sector 
pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical companies. Mr. Whitehead has published extensively 
on the vaccine industry and related public policy matters and holds an A.B. from Oriel 

College, Oxford University, England. 
 
********************************************************* 
JLABS, Wednesday Morning, April 15, 2015 

 
Event: “From Chemical to Drug - The Path to a Small Molecule IND 
Best Practices When Filing Investigational New Drug Applications “ 
Speakers: Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson and Johnson  
• Christopher Flores, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D read bio» 

• Michael Kelley, VMD, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D read bio» 
• Mark Krook, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D read bio» 
• Donald Heald, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D read bio» 
• Katherine Tsokas, J.D. | Janssen R&D read bio» 

Date and Time: Wednesday, 04/15/15 at 8:00am 
8:00 AM | Registration, Breakfast, and Networking 
8:30 AM | Janssen Research & Development -Your partner of choice 
9:00 AM |  Preclinical Development Strategies 

  - Designing drugable molecules with appropriate kinetics and metabolism  
- Preclinical toxicology evaluations before and during GLP toxicology  
- Considerations for typical First-in-Human (FIH) Program 
9:30 AM |  Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls Strategies 

  - Optimizing manufacture of your Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API)  
- Drug product formulations for FIH 
10:00 AM |  Clinical Pharmacology  
  - Designing FIH trials  

- Understanding PK/PD  
- Biomarkers of safety and efficacy 
10:30 AM |  Regulatory - Satisfy Statutory Legal Requirements for Testing in Humans  
  - Regulatory Strategy  
- Data requirements: CMC, safety, clinical plan  

- eCTD  
- Pre-IND meetings 
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11:00 AM |  Discussion and Q&A  
11:30 AM |  Program Close 
Location: UCSF - Byers Auditorium, Genentech Hall , 600 16th St, San Francisco, CA 94158 
Fees: $35 – General Public; $20 – Student/Academic; $45 - Onsite 

Read More > http://jlabsbay-fromchemical2drug-b2d.eventbrite.com 
 
Program Overview:  
Do you have a solid plan to achieve IND acceptance? Filing an Investigational New Drug 
(IND) application might be the next step in advancing your company's early-stage drug 

development program. Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS and Janssen Discovery 
Sciences invite you to an in-depth look into the process of filing an IND. Whether your goal 
is to develop a pipeline through commercial launch or partner as early as possible, 
submitting an IND is a critical early milestone for every biotech company. With big Pharma 

and VC firms competing for the most promising compounds, startups are expected to 
demonstrate a clear blueprint for IND approval, and we want you to be ready.  
 
The presentations will highlight the following:  

 
    - Janssen Research & Development - your partner of choice 
    - Preclinical Development strategies for pharmacokinetics, drug metabolism and 
toxicology  

    - Key CMC strategies to balance cost, time and quality risks 
    - Designing First-in-Human trials to highlight the qualities of your molecule 
    - Regulatory strategy, IND requirements, and Pre-IND meetings  
 

 
Speaker Bios 
 
Christopher Flores, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D  
Christopher M. Flores, Ph.D. is currently Global Head of External Innovation for Discovery 

Sciences at Janssen Research & Development. Chris originally joined Johnson & Johnson in 
2002 as leader of the East Coast Analgesics Discovery Team, after which he successively 
became Head of Pain Discovery, Senior Director of External Innovation and Pain Franchise 
Strategy Leader for the Neuroscience Therapeutic Area, leading the advancement of several 

small-molecule analgesic candidates into and through Early Development. Before joining 
Johnson & Johnson, Chris was a P.R.A.T. Fellow at the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke and a tenured Associate Professor at the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio in the departments of Pharmacology and Endodontics, 

wherein he was also Director of Research. He obtained his baccalaureate in Physiology from 
the University of California, Davis and his doctorate in Pharmacology from Georgetown 
University. He is the author of more than 75 original scientific articles and book chapters 
and inventor on 33 issued patents; in addition, he has served as Co-Chair of the PhRMA 

Predictive Models of Efficacy PISC Initiative and as a member of the editorial boards for Life 
Sciences, Molecular Interventions, the Pain Medicine Journal Club Journal and the Journal of 
Opioid Management.  
 

Michael Kelley, VMD, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D  
Mike received his BA and VMD degrees from the University of Pennsylvania, and his Ph.D. in 
toxicology from Texas A&M University. Following post-doctoral research in drug metabolism 
at the Roche Institute of Molecular Biology, he joined Rorer Group (now part of Sanofi) in 
1987 as a toxicologist in the Drug Safety Division. Mike joined R.W. Johnson Pharmaceutical 

Research Institute in 2000 as a Director/Preclinical Development Leader. Mike is currently 
Senior Scientific Director/Head of Preclinical Projects & Submissions at the Janssen R&D site 
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in Spring House, PA. As part of this role, he is responsible for a portfolio of preclinical 
projects in the Oncology, Cardiovascular and Metabolism therapeutic areas as well as the 
Janssen Established Products portfolio. Mike is a full member of the Society of Toxicology, 
Past-President of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the Society of Toxicology, and a Diplomate of 

the American Board of Toxicology.  
 
Mark Krook, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D  
Mark has over 29 years of drug development experience in the pharmaceutical industry. He 
began his career at The Upjohn Company (eventually becoming Pfizer) as a process chemist 

working on API process development for clinical and commercial needs, eventually moving 
into the leadership of global, multi-site chemical process R&D organizations with 
responsibilities for both laboratory and pilot plant facilities. From there he transitioned to 
portfolio management, providing broad technical, strategic and governance oversight for 

cross-functional CMC activities within a diversified portfolio of development projects. Mark 
joined Janssen in 2007 where he is currently a Senior Scientific Director, Portfolio 
Management leading a group of CMC Leaders with responsibility for CMC activities across 
the entire development spectrum (pre-clinical to life cycle management). He earned a B.A. 

in Chemistry from the College of St. Thomas (now University of St. Thomas) and completed 
a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from the University of Notre Dame.  
 
Donald Heald, Ph.D. | Janssen R&D  

Don received his BS Degree in Biology from Gannon University and a MS (Pharmacology) 
and Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical Sciences from West Virginia University. Following a sabbatical 
at the Theoretical Mathematical Biology Department at the NIH National Cancer Institute, he 
joined the FDA as a Clinical Pharmacology (CP) Reviewer working in the Cardio-Renal Drug 

Division. While at the agency, he development and applied the first application of the 
electronic NDA (CANDA). Don then joined the CP group at The Upjohn Company and worked 
on anti-cancer and anti-aids compounds for three years before moving to Rorer (RPR) to 
lead the bioanalytical/methods development and build CP and Pop PK modeling groups. He 
led the Clinical Drug Disposition Department at RPR and was responsible for all CP activities 

for projects in full development. After 8 years he left R&D and moved into Medical Affairs at 
Rhone-Poulenc Rorer and worked with scientists at Case Western Reserve to develop novel 
3D nuclear imaging techniques to determine lung and intranasal deposition of drugs. He 
joined Janssen in 2000 and was the Global Head of Clinical PK in CP and responsible for all 

clinical pharmacology activities in Early Development, Late Development and post marketed 
projects. Don is currently the Senior Scientific Director and Quantitative Science CP 
Therapeutic Area (TA) Head for Neurosciences and is responsible for all CP activities in this 
TA. He is currently serving on the scientific program committee for the American Society of 

Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, leadership committee for IQ Clinical Pharmacology 
Technical Group and a member of the Academy of Molecular Imaging.  
 
Katherine Tsokas, J.D. | Janssen R&D  

Katherine has 25 years of progressive global regulatory experience in small and large sized 
Pharma companies. She has worked on products at various stages of development, from 
early through to filing, approval and commercialization. Currently, Katherine provides 
strategic regulatory oversight to advanced therapy projects including cell therapies in 

several therapeutic areas by ensuring regulatory strategies contribute to and support the 
development plans for the products and that all opportunities for collaboration internally and 
externally are utilized. Katherine is a member of the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine 
(ARM). She is the Chair for the ARM Regulatory Committee, and a member of the 
Reimbursement, and the Science and Technology Committees. Katherine received her 

Bachelor of Science Biology from Temple University, Juris Doctorate from Widener 
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University Law School, and is admitted to the practice of law in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey.  
 
Topic Description 

Whether your goal is to develop a pipeline through commercial launch or partner as early as 
possible, submitting an IND is a critical early milestone for every biotech company. With big 
Pharma and VC firms competing for the most promising compounds, startups are expected 
to demonstrate a clear blueprint for IND approval, and we want you to be ready. 
******************************************************** 

PBSS, Friday, April 24, 2015 
 
Topic: “Physiologically Based PK (PBPK) Modeling: Overview, Applications, Regulatory 
Opinions and Software Demo” 

Speakers: Harvey Wong Genentech), Ping Zhao (FDA), Bernard Murray (Gilead), Yuan Chen 
Date and Time: Friday, April 24, 2015 
Details and registration at http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
 

************************************************* 
JLABS, Tuesday Morning, May 12, 2015 
 
Event: “Meet With... Canaan Partners” 

Date and Time: Tuesday, 05/12/15 at 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Fee: $25 for general public 
Location: StartX, 2627 Hanover Street, Palo Alto, CA 94304 
APPLICATION DEADLINE for one-on-one meetings: 04/07/15 

Read More > http://jlabsbay-canaan2015-b2d.eventbrite.com 
 
 
Event Description 

Julie Papanek, Principal at Canaan Partners, will be on hand to meet one-on-one with a 
handful of companies. With $4.2 billion under management and over 160 exits to date, 
Canaan has funded some of the world's leading technology companies. Canaan recently 
announced Fund X, a $675 million fund focused on early stage IT and healthcare startups. 
The fund's healthcare focus includes biopharma, medical devices, and digital health.  

Participating Representative: Julie Papanek | Principal, Canaan Partners 
**************************************************************** 
 

http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx

