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  Audrey’s Life Science Meeting Picks for Jan. 4, 2015 – April, 2015 

Complimentary Service of AudreysNetwork.com 
Jan. 4, 2015 

 
*********************************************************** 
 

BioCentury This Week, See three new program Webcasts Starting Sunday, Dec. 14, 
2014, and Dec. 28, 2014  www.biocenturytv.com, Available anytime starting at 
9:00 a.m. EDT 
Started Nov. 30 

 
Started Dec. 14 
Topic: “Red Flags: Scientific Reproducibility” 
Speakers: Dr. Ivan Oransky, Co-Founder, Retraction Watch; Dr. Elizabeth Iorns, Co-

Founder and CEO, Science Exchange; 
Dr. Andrew Marshall, Chief Editor, Nature Biotechnology 
 
Topic Description 

The search for new medicines is being slowed by the publication of experiments that cannot 
be reproduced. Can drug companies trust studies conducted by academic institutions? 
BioCentury This Week television explores reasons for the lack of reproducibility. These range 
from malfeasance and fraud to the complexity of reproductibility. 

 
Started Dec. 28, 2014 
 
Topic: “Profiles in Innovation: how gene therapy has finally hit its stride” 

Speaker: Dr. Elias Zerhouni, president of global R&D at Sanofi 
Topic Description 

The basic idea underlying gene therapy is simple — deliver a healthy gene into the body that replaces 
a defective gene — but a host of challenges have impeded progress for decades.  

Gene therapy has restored vision, melted cancer and freed severely immune-compromised children 

from confinement in sterile bubbles. Until very recently, these breakthroughs were only in small-scale 
clinical trials. Now, there is an approved gene therapy on the market and medical and investor interest 
in the space has exploded. 

BioCentury This Week television also sits down with Dr. Elias Zerhouni, president of global R&D at 
Sanofi, to discuss a range of important issues, including the funding challenges faced by young 

scientists in the U.S.  

************************************************************************ 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Jan. 6, 2015 
 

Topic: Business Development in Life Science: What It Is and How It’s Done 
Speaker: Audrey S. Erbes, Ph.D., Principal, Erbes and Associates and AudreysNetwork.com 
Date and Time: Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2015, 8:30 -10:30 am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 

Cost: Free 
There is no registration required for morning meetings. 

http://www.biocenturytv.com/
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Topic Description: 
Business development and its associated functions carried out by BD professionals are 
pivotal to the success of companies in the life science industry.  Speaker will discuss what 

business development is, the identity of players who implement the function and their day-
to-day activities needed to successfully achieve the goals of BD. She will share her 
experiences on the front line working with large and small companies both in the U.S. and 
internationally. This will be a good overview to better understand the activities at upcoming 
JP Morgan and other Medtech conferences in early January in San Francisco. 

 
Speaker Bio 
Audrey Erbes, Ph.D., has been a global life-science business development and marketing 
consultant, industry educator, organization leader and public speaker who originated several 

bioscience business development and marketing courses at the UCB and UCSC Extensions. 
She had been a BD consultant to emerging biotech companies since leaving corporate life in 
2001. She is widely known in the Bay Area for her free weekly industry blog publications 
including her take on industry developments, upcoming industry events and jobs that have 

crossed her desk on Audreysnetwork.com. She has 25 years of corporate management 
experience in the biopharmaceutical industry including Executive Vice President and 
Cofounder of Kowa Research Institute, a biopharmaceutical licensing and investment 
subsidiary of Kowa Company Ltd., Japan.  

 
Earlier in her career, she held both U.S. and international management positions at Syntex 
Corp. during the course of 20 years in market research, product management, strategic 
marketing, and business development, with a special emphasis on Europe and 

Asia/Pacific/Canada. She spent 5 years of that time working out of the Hong Kong office as 
a Regional Asia Pacific Director. 
******************************************************************** 
Medtech Frontiers, Thursday Evening, Jan. 8, 2015 
 

Topic: “Snakebite Antidotes for the Developing World” 
Speaker: Dr. Matthew Lewin 
Date and Time: Thursday, Jan. 8, 2015, 6:00-9:00 pm 
Location: Triple Ring Technologies, 39655 Eureka Dr., Newark, CA 

Cost: This seminar is free but registration is required. 
Register at 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eacg8u8f1d4c1bf2&llr=vq
mzncqab 

 
Topic Description 
(Adapted from his New York Times article published on April 12, 2014): 
     "Across the globe, mainly in poor, rural parts of Africa, southern Asia and Central and 

South America, some five million people are bitten by snakes each year. Of those, as many 
as 94,000 die and another 400,000 have limbs amputated or are permanently disabled as a 
result. Yet major public health organizations still pay surprisingly little attention to this 
scourge. As a result, progress has stalled on developing newer, effective snakebite 

treatments. Antivenin, the mainstay of current treatment, is beyond the financial reach of 
most people in the developing world and expensive for most governments to subsidize. The 
effectiveness also varies greatly, and for many of those who live in rural areas far removed 
from organized medical care, help comes too late." 
     In his talk, Dr. Matthew Lewin will present on his work toward the development of safe, 

cost effective, heat stable antidotes to snakebite for the developing world. 
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Speaker Bio 
Dr. Lewin attended UC Berkeley and the University of Texas where he completed his M.D. 
and Ph.D. degrees in 1999. He subsequently completed his Internal Medicine internship at 
California Pacific Medical Center and Emergency Medicine residency at UCSF's trauma center 

in Fresno, California. He has served on the faculties of Stanford University and UCSF and is 
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine as well as being an elected Fellow of the American 
College of Emergency Physicians. 
  
     In addition to emergency medicine, Dr. Lewin is a recognized expert in the field of 

expedition and travel medicine. He has published numerous papers and book chapters in 
these areas of interest. He has won teaching and research awards and has been featured in 
leading medical journals such as the Lancet as well as on television (e.g. NBC's Dinosaur 
Graveyard) and the New York Times Science Times. He has recently been nominated to be a 

Fellow of the California Academy of Sciences. In addition to holding vaccination clinics and 
making house calls, Dr. Lewin advises and personally works on major scientific expeditions. 
He also consults on travel and expedition medicine for private individuals and groups.  
 

***************************************************************** 
NCC ACRP , Saturday Morning, Jan. 10, 2015 
 
Event: Annual Planning Meeting  

Date and Time: Saturday, Jan. 10, 2015, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Agenda: 
9:00 – 9:30 AM Registration sign-in, Networking, Breakfast Buffet 
9:30 – 10:00 AM President’s Welcome, Introductions 

10:00 – 11:30 AM NCC 2014 report, 2015 planning, join/review, volunteer, ACRP overview 
11.30 – Noon ‘Open Mic’ and Networking 
Location: UC Berkeley Extension - 1301 Shoreway Road, Belmont, CA 94002 Belmont CA  
Free - members and the clinical research community are invited 
FREE - EVENT REGISTRATION closes Monday. Jan. 05, 11:59PM Pacific Time 

Register ONLINE NOW to assure admission; AT EVENT if seats available 
http://www.acrpnet.org/GetInfoFor/USChapters/NorthernCalifornia/Featured... 
Membership not required for online registration 
Email confirmation upon registration 

No Contact Hours  
This Event serves as New and Renewing Volunteer Orientation 
Event questions or registration cancellation: Gina Hashem, NCC Event Manager 
ginahashem@gmail.com 

ACRP online registration questions: chapteraffiliates@acrpnet.org  
 
 
Event Description 

Meet our Board & Leadership 
2015 Calendar of Events 
Annual Report 
Benefits of Chapter Membership 

Benefits of Chapter Volunteering 
ACRP Overview 
Who can benefit: Sponsors, Study Sites, Consultants,Students, 
Vendors/Service Providers/CROs, Institutional Review Boards, 
Clinical Quality Assurance, Project Management, Account Rep, HR, Recruiters, Finance, 

Biometrics, Regulatory, and more  
******************************************************************* 

http://www.acrpnet.org/GetInfoFor/USChapters/NorthernCalifornia/FeaturedEvents.aspx
mailto:ginahashem@gmail.com
mailto:chapteraffiliates@acrpnet.org
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************************************************************************* 
33rd Annual JP Morgan Chase Healthcare Conference, Mon. – Thursday, January 
12-15, 2015  
 

Meeting Description 
The J.P. Morgan 33rd Annual Healthcare Conference in San Francisco is the second week in 
January (January 12-15, 2015). JP Morgan is free but by invitation only. Unfortunately, 
getting an invitation to JP is very difficult so many are willing to pay to attend other 
meetings to get access to industry professionals from all over the world who come to San 

Francisco each year to join this large gathering of industry professionals. 
 
Description of JP Morgan Meeting 
There are five tracks of public and one for private companies each day at JP Morgan. 

Typically, CEOs present for 25 minutes in rooms sized for interest by audience of investors 
and then move to smaller breakout room where they answer questions from investors for 
25 minutes. Attendees must select which sessions to attend and miss sessions when they 
attend breakout sessions. Attendees but also nonattendees can listen to audio webcasts of 

most of the presentations. See details below.  
 
JP Morgan Presentation Webcasts 
Public company presentations at JP Morgan are typically webcast live & on-demand (subject 

to company consent). This feature enables you to hear presentations even though 
you weren’t invited to attend. These audio sessions are typically available for three 
months after the conference. I am hoping they are once again available at 
http://jpmorgan.metameetings.com/confbook/healthcare15/login.php. Look for listing of 

conference when it appears starting the opening of the conference on Jan. 12th. In the past 
one didn’t need a username and password but you will be prompted for your email address. 
 
********************************************************************** 
Biotech Showcase, Monday – Wednesday, Jan. 12-14, 2015 

 
Event: 7th Biotech Showcase 
Dates: Monday-Wednesday, Jan. 12-14, 2015 
See details regarding this conference and register at 

http://www.ebdgroup.com/bts/registration/index.php 
Location: Parc 55 Wyndham, Union Square, San Francisco, CA 
Fee Structure: 

 

R&D 
Individual 

Service 
Provider Comment 

USD USD 

Regular registration 

fee 
1,550 2,050 

after November 21, 

2014 

Onsite registration fee 1,750 2,250 after January 9, 2015 

 Online registration will close on January 9, 2015, 1:00 pm PST, after which all 

registrations will be handled on site.  
 Companies with three full-paying delegates will receive one complimentary 

registration for a fourth attendee from their company. 
 

Conference Description 
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Biotech Showcase™ is an investor and partnering conference devoted to providing private 
and small- and mid-cap biotechnology companies an opportunity to present to and meet 
with investors and biopharmaceutical executives during the course of one of the largest 
annual healthcare conferences that attracts investors and biopharmaceutical executives 

from around the world. 
  
The 2014 event showed a substantial increase in the number of presenting companies, as 
well as significant growth in the number of attendees and one-to-one meetings. Now in its 
ts seventh year, Biotech Showcase 2015 is expected to feature presentations by close to 

250 public and private companies and attract more than 1,700 attendees. The event will run 
a full program of topical plenary sessions and workshops. 
Biotech Showcase is co-produced by Demy-Colton Life Science Advisors and EBD Group. 
Both organizations have a long history of providing high quality business support services to 

the biotechnology industry. 
 
********************************************************************* 
8th Annual OneMedForum SF 2015, Monday – Tuesday, January 12-13th, 2015  

 
See details regarding this conference at http://www.onemedconferences.com/  
Event; OneMedForum 2015 Emerging Company Finance Conference 
Location: San Francisco Marriot Marquis, San Francisco 

Fee: Qualified Investors - $750 ($950.00 after Monday January 12, 2015); 
Company Executives (NON-PRESENTING companies only) - $950 ($1,150.00 after Monday 
January 12, 2015); Advisors & Consultants - $1,450 ($1,750.00 after Monday January 12, 
2015) 

Register at 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07e9tfa0qu2dc14d1f&os
eq=&c=&ch= 
 
Conference Description 

The 8th Annual OneMedForum comes to a new venue, the San Francisco Marriot Marquis, 
January 12-13th 2015. For companies and investors seeking to gain an expansive network, 
investment opportunities, and sector insight, OneMedForum is the ideal event.  
Almost 100 innovative growth companies will be presenting from a variety of areas.  

 
****************************************************************** 
******************************************************************* 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, Jan. 13, 2015 

 
Topic: Special Bio2Device Group January Evening Event at Intuitive Surgical, Inc. 
Speaker: Paul Millman, VP of Product Development, Intuitive Surgical  
Location: Meeting at Intuitive Surgical at Kifer Facility 

Event Date:  1/13/2015 – 5:30 PM 
Location: Intuitive Surgical at 1020 Kifer Road Sunnyvale, CA 
Event Registration:  
http://b2dg.org/content/field-trip-and-talk-intuitive-surgical-paul-millman-01132015-

530pm 
 
Event Description 
Please note that our January 13, 2015 B2DG Field Trip event will be at Intuitive Surgical at 
1020 Kifer Road Sunnyvale, CA and NOT at our normal Wilson Sonsini venue.  Intuitive 

Surgical will have several of their da Vinci surgical systems available to see and try both 
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before and after the main technical program.  Space is limited, so early registration is 
strongly suggested. 
This evening event will start a little earlier than normal to allow more attendees access to 
the Da Vinci systems.  So doors will open at 5:45pm, dinner will begin at 6pm but 

demonstration areas will be open until the technical program begins at 6:45pm. Upon 
completion of the technical meeting at approximately 8:15pm, those who did not get a 
chance to see the Da Vinci systems earlier may do so until closure of the meeting at 9pm. 
We greatly appreciate the efforts of Aaron Joseph and Lauren Burch in arranging this 
opportunity for our B2DG members to have hands-on experiences with Intuitive’s  cutting 

edge robotic surgery system. 
Members may register now at  http://goo.gl/xg1ruu 
 Please register early to assure that you will have a great opportunity to attend this special 
event. 

 
************************************************************** 
sfAWIS, Tuesday Evening, Jan. 13, 2015 
 

Topic: “Women Building Wealth” 
Date and Time: Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2015, 6:30 -8:30 pm 
Location: Auditorium @ Microsoft Store, Westfield Center, 845 Market Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94103 

Fee: Members and students - $5.00; Nonmembers - $10.00 
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-building-wealth-tickets-
14892128758?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzQwMTE1MS9hdWRyZXllcmJlc0Bhb2wuY29tLzA%
3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivte

for001&utm_term=attend 
 
Topic Description 
Start 2015 off on solid financial ground! Join sfAWIS for a presentation with Jess Blount III, 
Sr VP Wealth Manager at Morgan Stanley.  Jesse will discuss wealth builidng and long-term 

management strategies specifically tailored for women in STEM careers. You will take away 
tips for short- and long-term finanical planning in a casual setting without the sales pitch! 
 
*************************************************************** 

GGPF, Friday Evening, Jan. 16, 2015 
 
Event: “Flex Your Tech:  Roll-to-Roll Nanotechnology is Ready, Are You?" 
Speaker: Professor Kenneth R. Carter, ormerly of IBM Almaden Research Center and now 

Prof. of Polymer Science & Engineering  at U. Mass. 
Amhershttp://www.pse.umass.edu/carter 
Date and Time:  Friday Jan. 16, 2015, 6:00 pm 
6:00 PM  social hour 

7:00 PM  dinner 
8:00 PM  presentation 
Location: Hilton Garden Inn - San Mateo, 2000 Bridgepointe Circle, San Mateo, CA 
Cost: 

Employed/postdocs:  $30 early registration, $35 regular registration 
Unemployed/retired/students:  $15 early registration, $20 regular registration 
Free if you attend just the lectures at 8:00 PM (but please let us know for headcount) 
After deadline: 
Registration not guaranteed, so contact us 

Late fee applies if space available -- $40 regular/employed, $25 
unemployed/student/retired 

http://goo.gl/xg1ruu
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Register at www.GGPF.org<http://www.GGPF.org: 
 
Deadlines for registration: 
End of discounted advance registration: Tuesday, Jan. 6, 11:59 PM 

End of regular (full-price) registration:  Tuesday, Jan. 13, 5:00 PM 
 
Because we must pay the restaurant for the ordered meal, we must ask no-shows to pay for 
their reservation. 
However, penalty-free cancellations are allowed up until the deadline for reservations (5PM 

Tuesday, Jan. 13) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
We accept cash or checks at the door, but are unable to accept payment by credit card at 

the event. 
You may pay at the door. 
Checks may be made to "GGPF" 
 

Please register on the web page 
Or, if necessary, contact: 
Len Radzilowski 
lradzilo@te.com<mailto:lradzilo@te.com> 

650-361-3264 
You should receive confirmation of your registration; if not, please contact us again. 
 
Topic Description  

While nanoimprint lithography (NIL) has distinct advantages over other lithography 
techniques when practiced on flat substrates, most embodiments of the technology are 
sequential batch processes which consume valuable time and hinder high throughput.  To 
overcome the inherent drawbacks afforded to conventional NIL, efforts have been made to 
create a continuous roll-to-roll (R2RNIL) process.  Since a plethora of non-nanoscale R2R 

printing processes have been known for some time, in many ways R2RNIL is probably closer 
to use in commercial processes than other NIL techniques.  R2RNIL can trace its history to 
the decorative texturing of thermoplastics and there is a great deal of information that can 
be found of examples going back over 50 years in the patent literature.  All of the R2RNIL 

work to date has been performed on custom-built tools - there are no commercial sources 
for such tools.  Our new tool design incorporates many of the successful features of 
reported designs and they have been built by a company with experience in making similar 
modular tools.  The intent of the company is to produce multiple tools and sell these tools to 

the research and development sector to enable commercialization of R2RNIL by any number 
of entities for a wide variety of end-applications. 
 
Successful implementation of a high-speed roll-to-roll nanoimprinting technique for 

continuous manufacturing of electronic devices has been hindered due to lack of simple 
substrate preparation steps, as well as lack of durable and long lasting molds that can 
faithfully replicate nanofeatures with high fidelity over hundreds or thousands of imprinting 
cycles. In this work, we demonstrate large-area high-speed continuous roll-to-roll 

nanoimprinting of 1D and 2D micron to sub-100 nm features on flexible substrate using 
perfluoropolyether (PFPE) hybrid molds on a custom designed roll-to-roll nanoimprinter. The 
efficiency and reliability of the PFPE based mold for the dynamic roll-to-roll patterning 
process was investigated. The PFPE hybrid mold replicated nanofeatures with high-fidelity 
and maintained superb mold performance in terms of dimensional integrity of the 

nanofeatures, nearly defect free pattern transfer and exceptional mold recovering capability 
throughout hundreds of imprinting cycles. The roll-to-roll nanoimprinted substrate was used 
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to suspend multiwall carbon nanotubes applied via a simple roll-to-roll nanocoating process 
for the fabrication of highly sensitive infrared (IR) and terahertz (THz) sensors. The 
successful roll-to-roll sensor fabrication process developed in the present work has opened 
up a new low cost, high volume manufacturing technique for the production of sensors 

based on 1D nanomaterials. 
 
Speaker Bio 
Prof. Carter joined the UMass Polymer Science and Engineering Department faculty in 2004 
after performing polymer research for 13 years at IBM's Almaden Research Center in San 

Jose, CA.  His research involves the synthesis and characterization of novel polymeric 
materials with specially designed properties.  Carter's research has focused on the 
development of organic and hybrid materials for future use in advanced electronics and 
storage technologies.  Dr. Carter has numerous publications and over 30 patents in these 

areas.  Many of the materials and processes invented have been integrated into advanced 
semiconductor manufacturing environments.   Dr. Carter established the University of 
Massachusetts Nanoimprint Lithography Laboratory and is a Test Bed Project coordinator for 
the new NSF-funded Nanoscale Science and Engineering Center for Hierarchical 

Manufacturing at UMass.  He is currently the Associate Director for Research of the UMass 
Materials Research Science & Engineering Center on Polymers (MRSEC).  His teaching 
interests include graduate-level courses in polymer chemistry and advanced polymeric 
materials.  His research group at UMass focuses on polymer synthesis, polymer brush 

layers, organic electronic materials, and advanced nanopatterned materials design and 
synthesis. 
 
In addition to his many other honors, Prof. Carter is a Fellow of the American Chemical 

Society and a past Chair of the ACS Division of Polymer Chemistry. 
 
************************************************************* 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Jan. 20, 2015 
 

Topic: “How to build a successful culture in a medical startup - learning through failures.”  
Speaker: Salmaan Hameed, VP R&D, Advantis Medical Systems  
Date and Time: Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2015, 8:30 am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA  

Cost: Free and no registration required for morning meetings. 
 
Topic Description 
Although colonoscopy is recognized as the gold standard for colorectal cancer detection, 

there still are limitations to the procedure. Even in the best hands, there is a substantial 
polyp miss rate seen with standard procedures. Numerous studies have been conducted to 
understand the reason for adenoma (likely precursor to colorectal cancer) miss rates in 
colonoscopy, and the average miss rate is currently 21-24%. We have developed the next 

generation of technology through the ‘lean’ method of product development strategies. 
These strategies have also helped us to learn from our failures and to pivot from our 
previous business model towards a more scalable approach and also a more repeatable 
model. 

Speaker Bio 
Salmaan Hameed, VP of R&D and product development, has over 20 years of experience as 
an entrepreneur, business developer and innovator. He has held several management 
positions in medical device industry including Stryker, CIRCON (Olympus), Pivot Medical 
(Stryker), Chest Innovations. He singularly conceptualized and developed new product lines 

for complete OR documentation revolutionizing the medical industry and contributing $250M 
to the revenue. He designed and developed the voice activated platform for the surgical 
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endo-suite, which became a gold standard for the industry. His efforts were endorsed by 
MDDI (2009), “One of the most innovative product in last 30 years”. His innovative concepts 
which were the foundation one of the world first HD camera for Stryker led him to develop 
an innovative camera for EvoCam which won an award for MIT, and McKenzie business and 

technology competition. It was later nominated as best design product by Smithsonian for 
2013. As a founding CEO for Chest Innovations, he was written up as most the upcoming 
medical technology for 2011 by Silicon Valley Business Journal. 
Salmaan has over sixteen patents, he holds a BS (Electrical Engineering), MS (Computer 
Engineering) from SUNY Buffalo, University of Bridgeport; and has an MBA (strategy) from 

Pepperdine University. 
******************************************************************** 
CACO-PBSS Workshop, Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2015 
 

Workshop Topic: “Preclinical and Clinical Mass Balance and Metabolite Profiling Studies: 
Objectives, Techniques, Applications and Case Studies” 
Speakers: Chandra Prakash, Bernard Murray, Kirk Henne, Cyrus Khojasteh, Donglu Zhang 
Date and Time: Jan. 20, 2014, 8:30 am – 5:00 pm 

Location: Foster City Crowne Plaza (SF Bay Area) 
Details at pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
 
Workshop Description: 

 
Radiolabelled mass balance and metabolite profiling studies in preclinical species and 
humans are an integral part of the comprehensive safety evaluation of a new molecular 
entity, and they represent a standard suite of studies included in the registration package 

for all new small molecule drugs. These studies provide valuable information on rate and 
routes of elimination, mass balance, clearance mechanisms, metabolic profiles and relative 
abundance of metabolites in plasma and excreta.  These data serve as the starting point for 
metabolite in safety testing (MIST). Using appropriate plasma-pooling strategies, these 
studies could allow for modeling the metabolite exposure at the steady state. Despite the 

usefulness of these radiolabeled mass balance studies, there is little concrete guidance on 
how to perform or assess these complex studies.  This full day workshop we will provide the 
various aspects of performing  these mass balance studies, radioactivity detection 
techniques, the use of specifically labeled versions of drug candidates to investigate their 

metabolism and how these studies could be used to assist in clinical DDI studies design  and 
to address the metabolites in safety testing (MIST) related issues with case studies.  In 
addition, we will discuss the utility and limitation of these studies and how to conduct these 
studies for large molecules. 

 
Speaker Bios 
Dr. Chandra Prakash, Ph.D. has been involved in the drug metabolism and preclinical and 
clinical PK studies to support drug discovery, development and registration for the last 30 

years. The research work is primarily focused on the development and utilization of novel 
approaches and techniques which include in vitro methods using human and animal hepatic 
cellular and subcellular systems, recombinant human drug metabolizing enzymes, increased 
automation for higher-throughput screens, sensitive analytical technologies including MS 

imaging and in silico computational models to assess the metabolism and toxicological 
aspects of drug candidates. He is the author of more than 260 manuscripts, book chapters, 
abstracts and patents and serves as the editor-in-chief of “Current Drug Metabolism” and 
"Drug Metabolism Letters". After graduating, he held several academic appointments the 
last of which as Research Associate Professor and Associate Director of Mass Spectrometry 

resources at Vanderbilt University.  In 1992, he joined Pfizer Global Research and 
Development as a Senior Research Investigator in the department of Pharmacokinetics, 



 

10 

Dynamics and Metabolism (PDM) and promoted to Research Fellow (2004). He joined 
Biogen Idec in 2008.  
 
Cyrus Khojasteh, Ph.D. leads the Drug Metabolism at Genentech, Inc., supporting both 

discovery and development efforts.  He received his bachelor degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley and his Ph.D. in Medicinal Chemistry from the University of Washington 
under the direction of Professor Sidney Nelson.  After graduating, he worked in the 
Biotransformation Group at Pfizer, Groton, Connecticut.  Since joining Genentech in 2000, 
he has supported both small molecule and antibody-drug conjugate projects.  Cyrus 

Khojasteh’s research focuses on mechanisms of biotransformation and the formation of 
reactive metabolites. Cyrus Khojasteh has published articles in several scientific journals.  
In 2011, he coauthored a Drug Metabolism and Pharmacokinetics Quick Reference Guide 
with Genentech colleagues Cornelis Hop and Harvey Wong intended for both more 

experienced scientists and those new to the field. 
 
Bernard Murray, Ph. D. received his B.Sc. honors degree in pharmacology from Liverpool 
University.  After gaining a M.Sc. in toxicology he earned his Ph.D. at the Royal 

Postgraduate Medical School in London (now part of Imperial College) working on dietary 
carcinogen activation by CYP1A2.  After a brief period of postdoctoral work he joined the 
National Cancer Institute as a Fogarty Fellow working on multiple projects, including the 
regulation of Pgp expression in the rat.  He then moved to UCSF as a visiting postdoctoral 

researcher where he studied cytochrome P450 turnover with Prof. Almira Correia.  He 
moved to industry in 2001, joining the drug metabolism department of Abbott Laboratories 
and rising to the rank of Scientific Leader while supporting multiple projects and specializing 
in drug-drug interactions.  In 2005 Bernard returned to the Bay Area to lead the In Vitro 

Drug Metabolism group at Gilead Sciences where he continues to support multiple discovery 
and development projects.  His interests include drug interactions, enzymology, 
mathematical modeling and prediction of pharmacokinetics.  He is the author of almost 50 
peer-reviewed publications and book chapters. 
 

Kirk Henne, Ph. D. 
 
Kirk Henne is a Principal Scientist and Group Lead at Amgen in the Department of 
Pharmacokinetics and Drug Metabolism.  Since joining Amgen in 2005, he has worked on 

drug discovery targets in the oncology, immunology, and metabolic disorders therapeutic 
areas focusing on lead optimization and clinical candidate nomination of large and small 
molecule therapeutics.  Areas of interest and expertise include biotransformation, 
enzymology of drug metabolism, protein therapeutics, and discovery-focused preclinical 

PK/PD relationships.  Prior to Amgen, Kirk worked at Pfizer Global Research and 
Development from 2001-2005, where his lab conducted definitive biotransformation and 
ADME studies in preclinical species and human.  Kirk earned his Ph.D. in Medicinal 
Chemistry at the University of Washington in 2001, where his work focused on cytochrome 

P450 biochemistry and oxidative biotransformation.  He completed his undergraduate 
studies in 1995, earning a B.A. in Biochemistry at Occidental College.  
 
Donglu Zhang, Ph. D. 

 
Donglu Zhang is a senior scientist currently supporting ADC projects at Genentech. He 
previously worked at ARIAD Pharmaceuticals and BMS. He has published on topics related 
to metabolite identification, AMS, and MIST. He is a co-inventor of mass defect filtering 
(MDF) technology and a co-editor of the book 'Enabling ADME technologies in Drug 

Discovery and Development' 
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************************************************************************* 
PM360 Webinar, Tuesday Morning, Jan. 20, 2015 
 
Topic: “The New Healthcare Trifecta: Pharma, Patients and Advocacy” 

Hosted by Paul Kidwell  
Speakers: Thomas P. Sellers, MPA, Sr. Director, Patient Advocacy & Corporate Philanthropy  
Takeda Oncology; Ronny Mosston, Vice President of Patient Advocacy & Public Affairs, 
OvaScience and Brenda Snow, Founder & CEO, The Snow Companies 
Date and Time: Tuesday, January 20, 2015, 12:00 – 1:00 PM PT (3:00 PM - 4:00 PM EST) 

Cost: Free 
 
Topic Description 
The patient engagement model is shifting. Historically, the relationship between drug 

developers and patients is often viewed in commercial terms. Recently, there has been 
chatter of pharma, patients, and advocacy uniting to harness patient and advocacy insights 
and build lasting relationships. This PM360 Webcast will probe this dynamic alliance and 
delve into the issues that ignited the broadening dialogue and discuss the growing 

importance of collaborating from the onset of development to post-approval. 
 
Speaker Bios 
Tom Sellers is a cancer survivor. He joined Millennium in 2011 and currently manages 

relationships with the patient community and programs ensuring patients have information 
and access to treatments. 
RonnyMosston currently works for a company focused on the discovery, development,and 
commercialization of new fertility treatments. She has consulted biotech organizations to 

develop innovative, compliant, and cross-functional PatientAdvocacy strategies in all phases 
of the drug pipeline. 
 
Ms. Snow is living with multiple sclerosis and has made it her life’s mission to connect 
people living with chronic conditions to their peers and leaders in the life science industry. 

As the Founder and CEO of the healthcare communication agency The Snow Companies, she 
is making this vision a reality. 
******************************************************************** 
BioScience Forum, Wednesday Evening, Jan. 21, 2015 

 
Topic: "Identification of Novel Immune Checkpoints as Targets for Cancer Immunotherapy" 
Speaker: John Hunter, Ph.D., Vice President of Antibody R&D and Site Head, Compugen 
Date and Time: Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

6 pm - 7 pm networking 
7 pm - 8 pm dinner 
8 pm - 9 pm presentation 
Location: Holiday Inn, 275 S Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, California 94080 

Price: Pre-registration - $50; Onsite - $60 
Pre-registration service fee - $3 
Register at www.biosf.org 
Or you can pay with a check made out to "BioScience Forum" and send to:  

BioScience Forum  
1442A Walnut Street, #308  
Berkeley, CA 94709-1405  
Please do not mail checks later than Thursday, January 15th 
If paying with check, do not complete online registration with Cvent 

 
Topic Description 
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Members of the B7/CD28 family of immune checkpoints, such as CTLA4, PD1 and PDL-1, 
play critical roles in T cell regulation, and have emerged as exciting drug targets for cancer 
immunotherapy. Inhibition of these checkpoints can result in reactivation of patient immune 
response, reduction or disappearance of tumor burden, and long lasting remissions. While a 

subset of patients have dramatic responses to immune checkpoint inhibition, the majority of 
treated patients do not derive long term benefits from these drugs. A possible explanation is 
that there are additional undiscovered checkpoints affecting anti-tumor immune response. 
Utilizing a proprietary predictive discovery platform, we have identified 11 novel members 
of the B7/CD28 family that may serve as immune checkpoint targets for cancer therapy. A 

number of these have been validated for both expression and function, and are the basis of 
the therapeutic antibody development programs at Compugen. 
 
Speaker Bio 

John has worked for 18 years on different aspects of oncology drug development. Following 
graduate work at UCSF, John joined Millennium Pharmaceuticals, where he employed 
genomic approaches to identify novel drug targets in lung cancer. As a founding member of 
Millennium’s Translational Medicine group he worked to develop clinical biomarkers for small 

molecule inhibitors of the Aurora kinase family. John later joined the Preclinical department 
at XOMA, managing early stage antibody discovery for multiple therapeutic programs in 
oncology and inflammation. He is currently the Site Head at Compugen USA Inc, where he 
leads therapeutic antibody research and development efforts for Compugen’s portfolio of 

novel oncology targets. 
******************************************************************** 
Personalized Medicine World Conference, Monday – Wednesday, January 26-28, 
2015 

 
Event: “Personalized Medicine World Conference”  January 26-28, 2015 
Co-hosted with Stanford Health Care and Oracle Health Sciences 
Sessions include: 

 Cardiovascular Disease & Biomarkers  

 The CDx Conundrum: Multiple IVDs, One Biomarker  
 Applying Complementary Technologies Towards Biomarker Discovery  

Selected Speakers: 
 Margaret A. Hamburg, FDA Commissioner 

 Jay G. Wohlgemuth, SVP, Med., Science & Innov.,Quest Dx 
 Jennifer Van Eyk, Professor, Cedars-Sinai 
 Shawn M. Marcell, President & CEO, Metamark Genetics 
 William W. Chin, Executive. VP, Science & Regulatory, PhRMA 

 Bonnie H. Anderson, President & Chief Executive Officer, Veracyte 
 Peter Maag, Chief Executive Officer & President, CareDx Inc. 
 Scott Patterson, Executive Director, Medical Sciences Amgen Inc. 

See full program at http://2015sv.pmwcintl.com/program.php 

Date: January 26-28, 2015 
Location: Computer History Museum, 1401 N Shoreline Blvd 
Mountain View, CA 94043  
Cost: Registration (through November 15)  Nov 15, 2014—$1,000.00 and 

General Admission through Jan 26, 2015—$1,800.00 
Contact Information: team@pmwcintl.com 
Register by November 15 for $800 discount at  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pmwc-2015-sv-attendees-tickets-9980920201 
 

 
Event Description 
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Biomarkers can be multi-faceted and play important roles in disease diagnosis, prognosis, 
and monitoring; as companion diagnostics, they are important for predicting response to 
therapy. Possible clinical biomarker applications seem almost infinite, yet there are still 
significant obstacles for broad adoption in the clinic, including technical, regulatory, and 

reimbursement challenges. 
 
At PMWC 2015 - January 26-28, 2015, at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View - 
several sessions will focus on biomarkers, led by key representatives from across the 
industry.  

 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about clinical biomarker development and applications 
from leading experts and join the stimulating and informative discussions. 
 

***************************************************************** 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, Jan. 27, 2015 
 
Topic: “TBD” 

Speaker: Jeff N. Peterson, Chairman, Veritomyx  
Date and Time: Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2014 – 8:30am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 
Cost: Free 

There is no registration required for morning meetings. 
 
Speaker Bio 
Jeffrey N. Peterson, Chairman of Veritomyx and CEO, Target Discovery, brings broad 

executive general management, multi-functional, multi-business and international 
experience to Target Discovery. He spent 9 years in key management roles in Abbott 
Laboratories’ Diagnostics and International (Pharmaceuticals, Hospital Products, 
Nutritionals, Consumer) businesses. He most recently served as CEO and General Manager 
of Abbott South Africa, doubling the sales and tripling the income of this 50 year-old 

business in 3.5 years, during the tumult of South Africa’s political transition. He played an 
earlier pivotal management role in Abbott’s successful introduction and support of multiple 
new diagnostics instrument and reagent systems in the history-making X-System series, 
including the IMx (the highest global sales diagnostic system in history). Mr. Peterson's 

experience prior to Abbott included 11 years with General Electric’s Engineered Materials 
and Plastics businesses, spanning roles in strategic planning, business development, 
technology licensing, marketing/sales, operations/quality and R&D. Mr. Peterson holds 
BSChE and MSChE (Chemical Engineering) degrees from MIT. He serves as Chairman of the 

BayBio Institute, a non-profit organization serving the regional life science community, and 
on the Board of BayBio, the trade association for the life sciences industry in Northern 
California. He is a co-founder of the Coalition for 21st Century Medicine, and of BIO's 
Research Tools & Molecular Diagnostics Working Group. 

**************************************************************** 
WIB, Thursday Evening, Jan. 29, 2015 
 
Event: Peninsula Speed Networking Event 

Date and Time: Thursday, January 29, 2015, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. PST 

6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Check-in 

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Introduction and Speed Networking 

8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Closing 
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Location: Foley and Lardner LLP, 555 California Street, Suite 1700, San Francisco, CA 
94104-1520 
Registration Deadline: January 26, 2015 
Price: Members: $20; Non-Members: $35 
*Five students can register at the member rate.  Please email Sanfrancisco@womeninbio.org to obtain 
the discount code. 
Register at http://www.womeninbio.org/eventdetails.aspx?EventId=23106 
 
Event Description 

Join women from around the Bay Area for a fun evening of Speed Networking! We have had 
great success with our Speed Networking events around the Bay Area and are excited to put 
on the latest event in the Peninsula! So grab your business cards, polish up your 30-second 
introduction, and join us for a fun, fast-paced evening to meet other women in the 
Pharma/Biotech Industry. In two hours you’ll mingle, learn fast facts, and make new 
connections. Space is limited so please register early. 
 

*****************************************************************

** 
CACO-PBSS Workshop, Feb. 17, 2015 
 
Topic: “Good Laboratory Practices (GLP): fundamentals, regulatory requirements & best 

practices (in collaboration of SQA)” 
Speakers: Greg Furrow, Debi Garvin, Linda Palagi Lynn 
Date: Feb. 17, 2015, 12:45 – 5:30 pm 
Location: Crowne Plaza, Foster City, CA 

See further details closer to event and register at http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
 
Event Description 
This workshop will include a discussion of the background of incidents which triggered 
the Good Laboratory Practices (GLP) regulations, an overview of the GLP regulations  and a 
presentation on GLPcompliant bio-analysis.  Presentations will include considerations for 
multisite studies with outsourced phases. After completing this workshop participants should 
be able to understand the origin and purpose of the GLP regulations and also understand 
current best practices, most common shortfalls and application to bio-analysis. 
Presentations: 

 Landmark Cases in the Development of the GLPs – Greg Furrow (President, 
SQA)GLP Overview - Debi Garvin (Consultant)  

o Appreciate the relationship between scientific review and compliance 
monitoring 

o Appreciate the consequences of non-compliance on public health 
o Understand the origin of GLPs; every provision of FDA GLPs is traceable to 

observations in these cases 
 GLP Overview - Debi Garvin (Consultant) 

  
o Brief overview of the GLP regulations 
o Link GLP regulations to the problems that resulted in the regulations 
o Understand the relationship of science to the GLPs 

 Applying GLPs to the Bioanalytic Phase of a Study – Linda Palagi 
Lynn (Consultant)  

o What regulations apply for clinical vs. non-clinical studies – understanding the 
differences 

o Study conduct - ensuring compliance and quality data 
o BA lab responsibilities for multi-site studies 

http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx
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o Sponsor/CRO – Keys to a happy and compliant relationship 
 

*********************************************************************** 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, March 10, 2015 

 
Topic: “Active Investors and Exits in Venture Healthcare” 
Speaker: Jonathan Norris, Managing Director for SVB's Healthcare Practice 
Date and Time: Tuesday, March 10, 2014 

Location: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, 650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto CA  

Cost:  
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only  
$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only  
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members  
$25 - Walk-ins  
Look for registration details at www.Bio2DeviceGroup.org 

 
Speaker Bio 
Jon Norris is a managing director for SVB's Healthcare practice. Norris oversees business development 
efforts for banking and lending opportunities as well as spearheading strategic relationships with many 
healthcare venture capital firms. He also helps SVB Capital through sourcing and advising on direct 
equity co-investment and limited partnership allocations.  
 
In addition, he has authored numerous thought leadership peices examining the flow of capital into 
healthcare, including detailed analysis of venture-backed M&A and IPOs. Norris has more than thirteen 
years of banking experience working with life science companies and venture capital firms. 
 
Prior to joining SVB Capital, Norris was a founding member and senior vice president of Square 1 Bank, 
an early stage technology bank, where he was responsible for sourcing deals and managing regional and 
national venture capital relationships. Norris also served more than six years at Imperial Bank 
(subsequently acquired by Comerica Bank), most recently as senior vice president and group manager of 
the Northern California Life Science Practice. Prior to banking, Norris was a practicing litigation attorney, 
specializing in employment defense and toxic tort litigation. 
******************************************************************************************************** 
PBSS, Monday, March 23, 2015 

 
Topic: “Antibody Drug Conjugate (ADC) Based Anticancer Therapeutics: Discovery, Development, 
Regulatory Issues” 
Date and Time:Monday, March 23, 2015 8:45 am – 5:00 pm 
Location: Foster City Crowne Plaza (SF Bay Area) 

Details and registration at http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
 
************************************************************** 
PBSS, Friday, April 24, 2015 
 

Topic: “Physiologically Based PK (PBPK) Modeling: Overview, Applications, Regulatory 
Opinions and Software Demo” 

Speakers: Harvey Wong Genentech), Ping Zhao (FDA), Bernard Murray (Gilead), Yuan Chen 
Date and Time: Friday, April 24, 2015 

Details and registration at http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx 
************************************************* 

http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx
http://pbss.org/aspx/homeSF.aspx

