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************************************************************************* 

Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, July 14, 2015 
 
Topic: “Six Ways to Fail as an Entrepreneur”  
Speaker: Tom Duerig, Founder and CTO, Nitinol Devices and Components  

Date and Time: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 
Location: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, 650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto CA  
Cost:   
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only  

$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only  
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members  
$25 - Walk-ins  
Register at www.Bio2DeviceGroup.org 

 
Speaker Bio 
Tom Duerig is a physicist educated at Lehigh and Carnegie-Mellon Universities. After three 
years doing research for Brown-Boverie Cie., in Switzerland, Tom joined Raychem 

Corporation where he spent eight years unsuccessfully trying to make Nitinol a commercial 
success. In 1991, Tom founded Nitinol Devices and Components (NDC) with the intent of 
finding medical applications for Nitinol. In 1997, NDC was purchased by Johnson and 
Johnson and during the next eleven years, Tom served as its president launching several 
new stents and other medical devices. In 2008, Tom spun NDC out of J&J and it has been 

an independent and successful company ever since. In 2013, Tom stepped down as CEO but 
remains active with NDC as it's Chief Technical Officer and board member.  
 
Topic Description 

While nobody can provide a recipe for entrepreneurial success, there are certainly ways one 
can be assured of failure. The intent of this light-hearted retrospective is to help people 
avoid six of the most common failure modes, with the intent of helping inexperienced 
entrepreneurs avoid disaster.  

****************************************** 
NCC ACRP, Thursday Evening, July 16, 2015 
 
Event: Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP) 

Networking Event –  
Date and Time: July 16, 2015   5:00 pm - 8:00 pm   
Location: The Westin Palo Alto, 675 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, 94301 
Free and no registration required 

 
 
View the flyer for this event:  
http://www.acrpnet.org/PDF/chapters/cpt_NCA_071615.pdf  
  

Event Description  
Free for the clinical research community – ACRP membership not required 

http://www.acrpnet.org/PDF/chapters/cpt_NCA_071615.pdf
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Enjoy informal networking, appetizers, good times, no host bar 
No registration - just show up! 
Bring your business cards 
  

Typical Attendees:  
Clinical Research Professionals experienced and transitioning - Sponsors, Medical Centers, 
Study Sites, CROs, Vendors, IRBs, Independent Consultants, Quality Assurance, Regulatory, 
Recruiters, Other  
  

About the Northern California Chapter:  
http://www.acrpnet.org/GetInfoFor/USChapters/NorthernCalifornia.aspx 
  

 2012 Outstanding N American Chapter of the Year  
 300+ members  
 1500+ mailing list  
 An event almost monthly rotated around our Northern California region  

 Zero to low cost events  
 Contact hours for educational events 

************************************************************************* 

CABS Science Workshop, Thursday, July 16, 2015 
 
Event: “Targeted Drug Delivery, Not Just ADCs. How Far Are We from the "Magic Bullet"?” 
Date and Time: Thursday, July 16, 2015, 9:30 AM - 4:30 AM 
9:30 - 10:00 AM Registration, Coffee and Networking 

10:00 - 10:10 AM Opening remarks and introduction 
10:10 - 11:00 AM The Marriage of Nanomedicines with Cell Therapies; a Practical 
Approach or a Means to Keep Academic Drug Delivery Scientists Gainfully Employed? 
 Francis C. Szoka, Ph.D., Professor of Bioengineering, Therapeutic Science & 

Pharmaceutical Chemistry at the University of California School of Pharmacy in San 
Francisco 
11:00 - 11:45 AM Chemically Modified Viral Capsids as Versatile Nanoscale Delivery 
Agents 

 Matthew B. Francis, Ph.D., Professor of Chemistry, University of California, Berkeley, 
and Materials Sciences Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
11:45 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch & Networking 
1:00 - 1:45 PM A New Biocompatible Condensation Reaction and Its Application for 

Molecular Imaging and Drug Delivery 
 Jianghong Rao, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Radiology and Chemistry (courtesy), as 
well as a member of the Molecular Imaging, Bio-X, Cancer Biology, and Biophysics Programs 
at Stanford University School of Medicine 
1:45 - 2:30 PM XTEN™ - Protein Polymer as a Drug Delivery Platform 
 Vladimir N. Podust, Ph.D., Director of Analytical Chemistry, Amunix Operating Inc. 
2:30 - 3:15 PM Stable and Efficacious Site Specific ADCs of Un-modified Antibodies 
Made Easy by Engineered Transglutaminase 
 Sean Xu, Ph.D., Senior Vice President, Dophen BioMed, Inc. 
3:15 - 4:30 PM Closing remarks & Networking 
 
* Lunch will be provided. 
Location: Embassy Suites, 250 Gateway Blvd., South San Francisco, CA 94080  

Registration Requirement:  
Online registration is strongly encouraged. 

http://www.acrpnet.org/GetInfoFor/USChapters/NorthernCalifornia.aspx
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Online: $25 for CABS members, $35 for non-members 
Onsite: $45 
Registration information not provided 
  
Topic Description:  
  
As drug researchers, we were often excited about the "great" drug candidates and "great" 
drug targets we discovered, but only found out later that side effects (off-target toxicity) 
could not be practically handled, or the concern was too big. We wished if only we could 
deliver the drug to some site, or avoid some area. ADC (antibody drug conjugates) has 
generated exciting news, which is only a small part of targeted drug delivery. This workshop 
will present not only the advancement in ADC, but also other exciting progress and benefits 

of drug delivery to drug discovery and development 
 

************************************************************************* 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, July 21, 2015 

 
Topic: “Dye-less or OCT Angiography for Diagnosis and Management of Ocular Diseases”  
Speaker: Utkarsh Sharma, Project Team Leader / Staff Scientist, Carl Zeiss Meditec  
Date and Time: Tuesday, July 21, 2015, 8:30 am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA  

There is no charge or registration required for morning meetings. 
 
Topic Description  
Optical coherence tomography (OCT), a high-resolution imaging modality, has 

revolutionized the field of ophthalmology by providing unprecedented clinically useful 
information to aid the diagnosis and treatment of eye diseases. In contrast to the imaging 
techniques such as fluorescein angiography (FA), OCT provided a noninvasive approach to 
rapidly assess 3-D high resolution microstructural information of the retina. In fact, the 

clinical use of OCT has increased tremendously over the last decade, whereas the frequency 
of use of traditional imaging methods such as FA has declined significantly. Despite the 
emergence of OCT, FA still remains the gold standard for diagnosis of ocular pathologies 
that result in abnormal vascular function. This is because traditional OCT lacks the 

vasculature visualization capability that FA could provide. FA is not suitable for widespread 
ophthalmic screening applications or disease management due to the invasiveness of the 
dye injection and possibility of adverse reaction to the dye, such as nausea and vomiting 
(<5%) and some sever anaphylactic response in some rare cases. However, OCT 

angiography (OCTA), a high resolution imaging technique where the retinal and choroidal 
circulation can be visualized without the need to injection of any contrast agent, may 
provide a solution to these challenges. This talk will focus on the recent advances in the 
field of OCT angiography and some clinical results of imaging ocular pathologies including 
diabetic retinopathy (DR) and choroidal neovascularization (CNV). 
 
Speaker Bio 
Dr. Utkarsh Sharma has over 14 years of experience in development of innovative optical 
imaging systems, medical devices, lasers and sensors. He obtained his BS in Engineering 

Physics from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Bombay) and PhD in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering at the Johns Hopkins University. During his doctoral research, he 
developed novel optical imaging systems and fiber lasers. Post PhD, he worked at several 
research institutes including Harvard Medical School, Mass General Hsopital and Beckman 

Institute at the University of Illinois (UIUC), where he continued working towards 
developing high-speed and high-sensitivity optical imaging systems and laser sources for 
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applications in bio-imaging. Currently he is working at Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc. (Dublin, CA) 
where he has been leading the concept projects for developing next generation ophthalmic 
imaging systems and technologies including OCT angiography. 
Dr. Sharma has authored more than 45 research publications including peer-reviewed 

journal articles, book chapters, and articles in conference proceedings. His work has 
resulted in 17 issued/pending patents in the field of optical imaging and lasers. He has 
delivered over 10 invited talks at international conferences and technical events. He has 
been serving as a technical committee planning member for CLEO 2015-16 (the leading 
international conference in the field of lasers and electro optics)  

********************************************************************* 
BioScience Forum, Wednesday Evening, July 22, 2015 
 
Topic: "Addressing the Challenges of Innovation Through Proactive Collaboration and 

Investment" 
Speaker: Thorsten Melcher, Ph.D., Senior Director, New Ventures, Johnson & Johnson 
Innovation 
Date and Time: Wednesday, July 22, 2015, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

Join us from 6-9 pm to network and hear the latest scientific and business advances in the 
San Francisco Bay Area biotech community 
6 pm - 7 pm networking 
7 pm - 8 pm dinner 

8 pm - 9 pm presentation 
Location: Holiday Inn, 275 S. Airport Blvd., South San Francisco, CA 94080 
 
Pre-Registration   $50.00 

On-Site Registration   $60.00 
Event Registration ($3 service fee will apply) 
Register at www.BioSF.org 
 
Or you can pay with a check made out to "BioScience Forum" and sent to:  

BioScience Forum  
1442A Walnut Street, #308  
Berkeley, CA 94709-1405  
Please do not mail checks later than Thursday, July 16th 

If paying with check, do not complete online registration with CventPre-Registration ends 
Monday, July 20th, at 9 pm 
Cash or check accepted on the day of the event 
$10 discount for full-time students 

 
 
Topic Description 
Innovation in pharmaceutical R&D is being pursued industry-wide in response to increasing 

development costs, competitive pressure, and most importantly growing patient needs. The 
Johnson & Johnson Innovation centers were established over two years ago to provide 
innovators, entrepreneurs and emerging companies access to the broad resources of the 
Johnson & Johnson Family of companies, and to help Johnson & Johnson leverage external 

innovation to improve productivity and better address unmet medical needs. These 
collaboration-focused Innovation centers, located in Menlo Park, Boston, London & 
Shanghai, can offer options that include a range of funding and investment tools, business 
development expertise, company incubation, as well as access to R&D, manufacturing and 
commercialization expertise. 
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Recently announced components of this approach include the early stage Entrepreneur 
Innovator Program to support early business plan development, and the Disease 
Interception Accelerator focused on the root causes of Type I diabetes through an alliance 
with Washington University. Drug discovery and development collaborations include one to 

improve predictions of human responses to drugs with an Organ-on-a-Chip platform, and 
another to explore new antibody discovery platforms that genetically characterize individual 
cells. A variety of therapeutic modalities are part of the collaboration portfolio, including 
RNA-based medicines, small molecule kinase inhibitors, and recombinant proteins. Thorsten 
Melcher will speak about the early progress made with this model, including case studies 

illustrating what Johnson & Johnson Innovations seeks in its collaborations to accelerate all 
stages of R&D. 
 
Speaker Bio 

Thorsten is Senior Director for New Ventures Johnson & Johnson Innovation, California. He 
focuses on establishing and guiding collaborative partnerships with academic centers and 
biotech companies, and on facilitating new company formation by internal and external 
entrepreneurs. 

  
Previously, Thorsten led the biomedical efforts at Varian Medical Systems, an 
instrumentation and software company in radiation oncology. At Varian, he established a 
spin-out company to integrate radiotherapy with targeted cancer therapeutics. Before 

Varian, Thorsten was co-founder and was serving in several R&D, business development 
and operational and roles at AGY Therapeutics, EnVivo Pharmaceuticals and Saegis 
Pharmaceuticals. These California-based start-up companies focused on discovery and early 
development in various neurological and mental disorders. Thorsten’s scientific experience 

spans therapeutics in neuroscience and oncology, companion diagnostics and early clinical 
development. On the business side, he focuses on licensing and collaborative arrangements 
and private financings. 
  
Thorsten received his MS in Biochemistry from the University and Medical School in 

Hannover, Germany and his PhD in Molecular Neurobiology from the Center of Molecular 
Biology at the University of Heidelberg, Germany. He was a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of California, San Francisco. 
 

********************************************************************** 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Morning, July 28, 2015 
 
Topic: “A Medical Device Startup’s Obstacle Course – how Benvenue Medical is overcoming 

the challenges to bring new spine technology to the marketplace.”  
Speaker: Jeff Emery, Senior Director of R&D, Benvenue Medical : 
Date and Time: Tuesday, July 28, 2015, 8:30 am 
Location: Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA  

No registration or fee for morning meetings 
   
Topic Description 
This presentation will discuss both traditional and new obstacles to bringing novel medical 

devices to the US marketplace and will describe how one VC-funded Benvenue Medical has 
survived and is even thriving in the process of overcoming them. 
Speaker Bio 
Jeff Emery is the Senior Director of R&D at Benvenue Medical. Jeff leads the R&D 
department at Benvenue, which has launched over 10 product platforms in the EU and US, 

including award winning designs for the Kiva and Luna products. He previously lead product 
development programs at Intuity Medical and LuMend. He has also served as an engineering 
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consultant at Exponent and as a staff engineer at NASA/Ames Research Center. He earned 
his PhD in Bioengineering at UC San Diego and BSE in Biomedical Engineering while at 
Tulane and Oxford Universities. 

********************************************************************** 

GGPF, Tuesday Evening, July 28, 2015 
 
Topic: "Shape-Persistent and Self-Healing Polymers Enabled by Efficient Chemistries" 
Speaker:  Prof. Yan Xia,  Dept. Of Chemistry, Stanford University 

Date and Time: Tuesday, July 28, 2015,                
6:00 PM  social hour 
7:00 PM  dinner 
 8:00 PM  presentation 
Location: Michael's at Shoreline, 2960 N Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View 
Cost:Employed/postdocs:  $30 early registration, $35 regular registration; 
Unemployed/retired/students:  $15 early registration, $20 regular registration 
Free if you attend just the lectures at 8:00 PM (but please let us know for headcount) 
After deadline: 
Registration not guaranteed, so contact us Late fee applies if space available -- $40 
regular/employed, $25 unemployed/student/retired 
Register at www.GGPF.org<http://www.GGPF.org> 
 

Deadlines for registration: 
End of discounted advance (full-price) registration Monday, July 20, 11:59 PM 
End of regular (full-price) registration Monday, July 27, 5:00 PM 
 

Because we must pay the restaurant for the ordered meal, we must ask no-shows to pay for 
their reservation. 
However, penalty-free cancellations are allowed up until the deadline for reservations (5PM, 
Monday July 27) 

PLEASE NOTE: 
We accept cash or checks at the door, but are unable to accept payment by credit card at 
the event. 
You may pay at the door. 
Checks may be made to "GGPF" 
 
Please register on the web page 
Or, if necessary, contact: 
          David Robinson, 
            drobins@sandia.gov<mailto:drobins@sandia.gov> 
            925-294-6613 
You should receive confirmation of your registration; if not, please contact us again. 
 
Topic Description 
Properties of polymeric materials are strongly influenced by polymer architecture, chain 
conformation, and interactions between polymer chains.  Harnessing the power of efficient 
catalytic chemistries, our lab has developed new synthetic approaches for a variety of novel 
polymer materials, including shape-persistent ladder polymers, bottlebrush polymers, and 
rapidly self-healing hydrogels.  The shape-persistent ladder polymers are connected with 
rigid two-bond linkages between every repeat unit.  These ladder polymers have fixed 
conformations based on the design of monomer structures, regardless of the physical state 

of the polymer.  They remain soluble in organic solvents, and exhibit high surface area and 
intrinsic microporosity as well as excellent thermal stability.  Applications of ladder polymers 
as separation membrane, low dielectric materials, and nanostructured carbon precursor will 
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be discussed.  We also developed bottlebrush block copolymers with extended 
conformations, which self-assemble into photonic crystals and result in nanostructures 
inaccessible for linear polymers.  At the end, I will show efficient dynamic chemistry has 
enabled our development of bioactive hydrogels with tunable mechanical properties and 

rapid self-healing under biocompatible physiological conditions. 
 
Speaker Bio 
Prof. Yan Xia obtained his B.S. degree in Chemistry from Peking University and Ph. D. 
degree in Chemistry from Caltech, focusing on the design and efficient syntheses of various 

polymer architectures.  Following his PhD, he worked at Dow Chemical as a senior chemist 
and at MIT as a postdoctoral associate.  He joined the chemistry department of Stanford 
University as an assistant professor in 2013 to establish his own research group in polymer 
chemistry and soft materials.  His research interests lie in the design, synthesis, and 

manipulation of polymers and soft materials using efficient chemistries and advanced 
characterization tools to achieve unique macromolecular conformations, interactions, and 
materials properties. 
************************************************************************* 

HBA Supper Club, Tuesday Evening, July 28, 2015 
 
Date and Time: Tue, Jul 28, 2015; 5:45 PM - 8:30 PM 
Agenda 

5:45 PM - 6:15 AM     Registration/networking 
6:15 PM - 8:30 PM     Dinner 
Location: Johnston's Saltbox, San Carlos, CA 
Sheila Babnis, global business lead, innovation, Genentech will host an evening of 

networking and dinner. Please come and join seven other great women and expand your 
professional and social circle. 
 
Note: This event costs $10 for members and $15 for nonmembers to cover administrative 
and chapter fees (charged at registration). You are then responsible for the cost of food and 

beverages. If possible, please bring cash (including small bills) to make splitting the check 
easier. 
 
Learning objectives 

1. Network and learn from seven other HBA members and potential new members 
2. Make new friends and increase your social circle 
3. Meet a member of the HBA SF chapter programs team and share your ideas on what 
events and topics you'd like to see offered 

 
 
http://bit.ly/1KUPIJ9 
 

 
https://my.hbanet.org/MyHBA/EventDetails.aspx?MeetingID=64BD9317-BD24-E511-B471-
0050569C00A7 
********************************************************************* 

WIB-San Francisco Bay Area, Thursday Evening, July 30, 2015 
 
Event: Social at Cantor Arts Center 
Date and Time: Thursday, July 30, 2015, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. PST 

5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. Networking in the Rodin Gardens 

6:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Meet for tour in the Main Lobby 

http://johnstonsaltbox.com/
http://bit.ly/1KUPIJ9
https://my.hbanet.org/MyHBA/EventDetails.aspx?MeetingID=64BD9317-BD24-E511-B471-0050569C00A7
https://my.hbanet.org/MyHBA/EventDetails.aspx?MeetingID=64BD9317-BD24-E511-B471-0050569C00A7
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6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Docent-led tour of the Cantor Arts Center 

Location: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford, CA 94305-5060 
Walk-Ins Accepted? 
Walk-ins are not accepted – be sure to register early! 

Pricing Information 
Members: $20 
Non-Members: $35 
Registration Deadline 

July 29, 2015 
Register at http://www.womeninbio.org/eventdetails.aspx?EventId=25537 
 
Event Description 
Did you know that over 5,000 years of art history is sitting in Palo Alto? Join Women In Bio 

for an evening walk through the ages of art history at Stanford University’s Cantor Arts 
Center. The event will begin with al fresco networking in the Rodin Sculpture Gardens, one 
of the largest collections of Rodin Bronzes outside of Paris. After light appetizers, we will 
meet with our own docent for a personal tour of the museum. 

 
To take advantage of a free subscription to WIB-Smartbrief, a weekly newsletter that will 
keep you updated about women making a difference in biotech and life sciences, please sign 
up here. 

********************************************************************** 
RAPS San Francisco Chapter, Friday, Aug. 7, 2015 
 
Topic: “2015 FDA Pacific Region”  

Date and Time:  Friday, 7 August 2015 
11:00 am–12:00 pm - Registration & Networking  
12:00–1:00 pm - Luncheon 
1:00–5:00 pm - Presentations and Q/A Session 

Date and Time: Friday, August 7, 2015 ,11:00 am–5:00 pm 
Location: Crowne Plaza Foster City, 1221 Chess Drive,, Foster City, CA 
List Price: $135.00 USD 
Member Price: $100.00 USD 

Register at 
https://www.raps.org/PageLayoutViewer.aspx?pageid=2087&ProductId=60726930 
 
Event Description 

Join your regulatory colleagues from the San Francisco Bay area for the 2015 FDA Pacific 
Region Update. This popular annual event is sponsored by the RAPS San Francisco Chapter 
and is intended to foster communication and strengthen the relationship between regulatory 
professionals and agency representatives. The interactive program will include presentations 

from senior agency officials, after which attendees engage speakers in interactive question 
and answer session. 
- See more at: 
http://www.raps.org/EventDetail.aspx?id=22845&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Inform
z&utm_campaign=Informz%2DEmails#sthash.hWveyIPC.dpuf 
*************************************************************************************************************** 
JLABS, Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2015 
 
Topic:”Meet with …Astellas Venture Management” 

AVM Participating Representatives: 
Sakae Asanuma MBA, CFA | President & CEO, Astellas Venture Management   

http://www2.smartbrief.com/signupSystem/subscribe.action?pageSequence=1&briefName=wib&campaign=socialmedia
http://www2.smartbrief.com/signupSystem/subscribe.action?pageSequence=1&briefName=wib&campaign=socialmedia
http://iz3.me/LgSS2zJLLtE1
http://www.raps.org/EventDetail.aspx?id=22845&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Informz&utm_campaign=Informz%2DEmails#sthash.hWveyIPC.dpuf
http://www.raps.org/EventDetail.aspx?id=22845&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Informz&utm_campaign=Informz%2DEmails#sthash.hWveyIPC.dpuf
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Takashi Futami | Associate Investment Director, Astellas Venture Management   
Taro Masunaga, Ph.D. | Senior Investment Director, Astellas Venture Management   
Hideaki Matsuoka, Ph.D. | Associate Investment Director, Astellas Venture 
Management 

Nobuaki Shindoh, Ph.D. | Associate Investment Director, Astellas Venture 
Management   
 
Date and Time: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2015, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Agenda: 

10:30am | Registration Opens and Networking 
11:00am | Presentation and Q&A  
12:00pm | Networking Lunch  
12:30-5:00pm | One-on-one Meetings*  

 
*Companies must have applied for a one-on-one meeting ahead of time and be 
approved. The application period ends on August 5th.  
Location: Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS, 329 Oyster Point Blvd., 3rd Floor, 

South San Francisco, CA  
Fees:  
Presentation & Lunch 
$25 | General Public 

$35 | General Public Onsite 
Includes presentation, Q&A, and lunch. All attendees must pay this fee, regardless of 
one-on-one meeting status. Registration to attend the presentation, Q&A, and lunch 
will remain open until September 8th (or sold out).  

 
One-on-One Meeting 
FREE | Application 
FREE | Accepted Companies  
Companies must have applied for a one-on-one meeting ahead of time. The one-on-

one application period ends on August 5th. Your application will be reviewed and you 
will be notified of acceptance by August 21, 2015. Acceptance of a one-on-one 
meeting is not guaranteed as all applications must be approved.  
 

Register at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-with-astellas-venture-management-
tickets-17393910655?aff=weekly 
 
Event Description 

Investing in opportunities to improve health through innovation is  a key driver of 
solutions for today's most difficult healthcare problems. Astellas Venture 
Management (AVM) /Innovation Management ("AIM") are interested in supporting 
early stage opportunities to advance the creation of human therapeutics. AVM/AIM 

will be presenting at Johnson and Johnson Innovation, JLABS on September 9th, 
2015.  
 
AVM is the venture group within one of Japan's second largest pharmaceutical 

company, Astellas Pharma Inc. You may be familiar with some of AVM's successful, 
local portfolio companies including eFFECTOR Therapeutics and Fate Therapeutics. 
With hundreds of millions in an evergreen fund, AVM is looking to invest in more 
private companies in the early stage drug discovery and platform technology across 
several therapeutic areas, including: 

 Immunology and Inflammation, Urology, Oncology, Nephrology and 
Neuroscience 

http://bit.ly/Astellas2015Bay
http://bit.ly/Astellas2015Bay
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 Ophthalmology, Hearing Loss, Muscle disorder and Regenerative Medicine. 
 
Also, AVM has another mission by AIM to execute early stage innovative 
collaborations with Academia and biotech companies. Recent collaboration deals 

include MD Anderson Cancer Center (oncology drug discovery), Potenza (Immune 
oncology drug discovery) and Kanyos Therapeutics (Autoimmune drug discovery). 
AVM/AIM will provide equity and non-dilutive capitals to our portfolios and partners 
while actively looking for innovative new opportunities.  
 

Representatives from AVM/AIM will be in attendance to give an overview presentation 
on the company's key areas of interest and best practices when seeking funding. 
Following the presentation, don't miss this opportunity to network with fellow 
attendees and the AVM/AIM representatives during lunch. For those companies 

who apply online and receive approval, one-on-one meetings with AVM will provide a 
private forum to discuss your company.  
 
 

AVM Representatives’ Bios 
Sakae Asanuma MBA, CFA | President & CEO, Astellas Venture Management  
Mr. Sakae Asanuma joined AVM in June 2011. Prior to joining AVM, he served as 
Director at Yasuda Enterprise Development America, Japan's major VC firm with 

$800M under management, from 2000 to 2011 and originated Yasuda's biotech 
investment activities in the US. Based in Bay Area since 2000, he has invested in 
30+ US biotech venture companies and deeply involved in the business development 
discussions with Japanese pharmaceutical companies on behalf of his portfolios. To 

date, his portfolio companies successfully achieved 9 IPOs and 8 M&As. Prior to 
Yasuda, he was venture capitalist and buy-side equity analyst from 1988 to 1999, 
managing $20B+ equity portfolios for Meiji-Yasuda Life Insurance Company (one of 
the largest life insurance companies in Japan). He holds Master of Business 
Administration from Carnegie Mellon University.  

 
Takashi Futami | Associate Investment Director, Astellas Venture Management  
Mr. Futami joined Astellas Venture Management in Oct 2013. Prior to joining AVM, he 
worked as a Senior Researcher at Astellas Pharma Inc. He served as a team leader at 

Oncology Labs of Astellas Pharma, and led a drug discovery research and preclinical 
development of kinase inhibitor programs in oncology therapeutics area. He also has 
experiences of collaboration with several institution like The University of Tokyo 
Hospital, Metabolex Inc. etc.  

 
Taro Masunaga, Ph.D. | Senior Investment Director, Astellas Venture Management  
Dr. Masunaga joined Astellas Venture Management in Oct 2013. He has more than 25 
years experience of drug discovery research from target discovery to development 

mainly in Immunology area including transplantation and autoimmune. From 2007 to 
2012, he served as associate director to start up the Astellas Research Institute of 
America (ARIA) which is engaging early drug discovery (target identification, 
Hit/Lead generation and therapeutic strategy) in transplantation. Prior to joining 

AVM, he worked as a head of Advanced Drug Discovery (ADD) group in Pharmacology 
Research Laboratories taking a responsibility for early drug discovery of small 
molecules for every single focused therapeutic area, Urology, Oncology, Immunology, 
CNS, Kidney diseases and Frontier diseases.  

 

Hideaki Matsuoka, Ph.D. | Associate Investment Director, Astellas Venture 
Management  

http://bit.ly/Astellas2015Bay
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Dr. Matsuoka joined AVM in October 2014. He has more than 14 years experiences of 
drug discovery research in the field of immunology, cell biology, and molecular 
biology at Astellas Pharma Inc., and served as a principal scientist at Astellas 
Research Institute of America (ARIA) from 2007 to 2010 specifically focusi ng on early 

drug discovery (target identification, Hit/Lead generation and therapeutic strategy 
development) in transplantation. Prior to joining AVM, he served as a senior manager 
in charge of scientific evaluation at Astellas Innovation Management (AIM) and has a 
significant track record of leading several partnering deals.  
 

Nobuaki Shindoh, Ph.D. | Associate Investment Director, Astellas Venture 
Management  
Dr. Shindoh joined AVM in November 2014. He has 18 years experiences of drug 
discovery research in the field of Oncology, Urology and renal disease at Astellas 

Pharma Inc. and covers broad range of drug discovery from target identification to 
clinical development with successful experience in oncology. From 2011-2012, he 
worked at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute as a visiting scientist to identify novel 
drug targets. Since Oct 2013, he served as associate director of Astellas Innovation 

Management (AIM) in charge of scientific evaluation in the oncology disease area and 
led the partnering with CRUK.  
 

 

************************************************************************* 
PBSS, Friday, Sept. 18, 2015 
 
Topic of Workshop: “Conducting a Successful End-of-Phase2 Meeting with the FDA: 

Overview, Strategies, and Perspectives from the FDA and Industry” 
Speakers: Azin Shahzamani, Yaning Wang, Mike Eldon, Terry Sweeney, Ramani Raghavan, 
Detlef Albrecht  
Date and Time: Friday, September 18, 2015; 8:45-17:00 
Location: SF Bay Area: Foster City Crowne Plaza 

Registration fee (US$): Regular: $195; For major-sponsor rep (incl lunch): $0; For vendor-
show rep: $35; For unemployed & students: $30; Webcast: $350; For others, details 
available upon online login. 
Registration deadline: 9/17/2015  (it will close sooner if the seating cap is reached) 

Topic Description 
An End-of-Phase 2 (EOP2) meetings is a meeting between the US FDA and the sponsor of a 
clinical development program after the completion of the Phase 2 study and prior to the 
start of the Phase 3 study. It is most useful to the sponsor and should be held before major 

efforts and resources are committed to specific Phase 3 studies. The purpose of an EOP2 
meeting is to determine sufficient safety prior to Phase 3, to evaluate the Phase 3 plan and 
protocols, the adequacy of current studies and plans to assess pediatric safety and 
effectiveness, and to identify any additional information necessary to support a marketing 

application for the uses under investigation. 
This workshop is intended to address the important topics for an effective discussion at an 
EOP2 meeting and to provide an overview of a successful meeting preparation. Regulatory 
aspects will be provided from the FDA and the industry perspective. For clinical 

pharmacology the progress of PK study data and additionally needed studies will be 
reviewed. The preclinical safety and toxicology as it relates to dose, duration & route of 
administration will be discussed. In the CMC area the approach to specifications and test 
methods as well as the formulation to be used in clinical trials and “to be marketed” 
formulation will be addressed. In the clinical discussion at an EOP2 meeting, agreement  

needs to be reached with FDA on pivotal study designs, dose selection, patient population 
and the safety and efficacy endpoints for Phase 3 studies.  
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Topics: 
 Regulatory Overview of End of Phase 2 meeting – What to consider? Industry 

perspective  - Azin Shahzamani (Genentech/Roche)  
 The FDA perspective of a successful EoP2 meeting, how to avoid the common 

mistakes; and Phase 3 dose selection aspects - Yaning Wang  (FDA)  
 Nonclinical safety and toxicology aspects and strategy - Terry Sweeney (Nektar)  
 CMC aspects and strategy - Ramani Raghavan (Genentech/Roche)  
 Clinical aspects and strategy - Detlef Albrecht  

************************************************************************* 

JLABS, Wednesday Mid Day, Oct. 14, 2015 
 
Topic: “Meet with…OrbiMed 
Speaker: Peter Thompson, M.D. | Private Equity Partner, OrbiMed  

Date and Time: Oct. 14, 2015, 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 
11:00 AM | Registration, Lunch, and Networking 
11:30 AM | Presentation  
12:15 PM | Discussion and Q&A  

12:30 PM | Audience Pitches and Critique  
1:30 PM | Program Close 
*Companies must have applied for a one-on-one meeting ahead of time and be 
approved. The application period ends on September 11th.  

Location: Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS, 329 Oyster Point Blvd - 3rd Floor, 
South San Francisco, California 
Fees:  
Presentation & Lunch 

Fees:  
$35 | General Public 
$20 | Student/Academic 
$45 | At the door  
One-on-One Meeting 

FREE | Application 
FREE | Accepted Companies  
Companies must have applied for a one-on-one meeting ahead of time. The one-on-
one application period ends on September 11th. Your application will be reviewed and 

you will be notified of acceptance by September 25, 2015. Acceptance of a one-on-
one meeting is not guaranteed as all applications must be approved.   
Details and registration at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-with-orbimed-tickets-
17394113261 

 
Topic Description 
Can you provide healthcare innovation that will help humanity live healthier, longer 
and more productive lives? Then OrbiMed wants to talk to you.  

 
OrbiMed is the world's largest life sciences-dedicated investor with specific interests 
in biopharma, diagnostics, med tech and healthcare services. They’ve helped to 
nurture and commercialize some of today's most successful healthcare companies 

focused on creating healthier, longer and more productive lives around the globe. 
OrbiMed is seeking novel healthcare innovations across biopharma, devices, 
diagnostics and healthcare IT at any stage of development in both public and private 
companies.  
 

A representative from OrbiMed will be in attendance to give an overview presentation 
about the company's key areas of interest and best practices when seeking funding. 

http://bit.ly/OrbiMed2015Bay
http://bit.ly/OrbiMed2015Bay
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-with-orbimed-tickets-17394113261
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-with-orbimed-tickets-17394113261
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Following the presentation, don't miss this opportunity to introduce yourself to Peter  
Thompson during the networking lunch. And finally, for those companies who apply 
online and are approved, one-on-one meetings with OrbiMed will provide a forum to 
discuss your company.  

 
About the Meet with... Series: 
The purpose of the Meet with Series events sponsored by JLABS is to help start-up 
entrepreneurs, as well as the academic community, connect with potential partners, 
such as big pharma or other investment corporations, through one-on-one meetings. 

It is also a chance for the featured corporation to outline their specific business 
development goals and clarify what types of products or research they are interested 
in and how best to approach them to get the partnering process started. Past  
participants include the Wellcome Trust, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

MedImmune Ventures, NCI, Mercury Fund, DARPA's Biological Technologies Office, 
Correlation Ventures, Breakout Labs, New Enterprise Associates, Canaan Partners, 
Thomas McNerney & Partners, NCATS, NINDS, Johnson & Johnson Innovation, 
Poliwogg, California Institute for Regenerative Medicine, Astellas Venture 

Management, and OrbiMed. 
 
OrbiMed Participating Representative Bio 
Peter Thompson, M.D. | Private Equity Partner, OrbiMed  

Peter Thompson is currently a Private Equity Partner with OrbiMed who brings over 
20 years of industry experience. He co-founded and was CEO of Trubion 
Pharmaceuticals, co-founded Cleave BioSciences, serves on the Boards of Cleave, 
Anthera, Methylgene, Principia Biopharma, and Response Biomedical, and was an 

executive of Chiron Corporation and Becton Dickinson. Dr. Thompson is an Ernst & 
Young Entrepreneur of the Year awardee, an Affiliate Professor of Neurosurgery at 
the University of Washington, an inventor on numerous patents, and a board-certified 
internist and oncologist. He was on staff at the National Cancer Institute following his 
internal medicine training at Yale University. 

******************************************************************** 
JLABS, Tuesday Mid Day, Nov. 3, 2015 
 
Topic: “It Must be Witchcraft” 

Speaker: John Bates | Chief Executive Officer, Executive Speaking Success & Business 
Coaching 
Date and Time: Tuesday,Nov. 3, 2015, 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 
Agenda:  

11:00 AM | Registration, Lunch, and Networking 
11:30 AM | Presentation  
12:15 PM | Discussion and Q&A  
12:30 PM | Audience Pitches and Critique  

1:30 PM | Program Close 
Location: Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS, 329 Oyster Point Blvd, 3rd Floor, 
South San Francisco, CA  
Fees:  

$35 | General Public 
$20 | Student/Academic 
$45 | At the door  
Details and registration at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/it-must-be-pitchcraft-
tickets-17169625813 

 
 

http://bit.ly/OrbiMed2015Bay
http://bit.ly/OrbiMed2015Bay
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Who Should Attend:  
Life science industry executives, founders, CEOs, and marketing managers of start -
ups and other private companies.  
Details and registration at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/it-must-be-pitchcraft-

tickets-17169625813?aff=weekly 
 
Program Description 
Have you ever wondered why you didn't get the investment? The potential funders 
loved the idea. They loved the team. They thought the market would be receptive... 

But, they wanted to think about it a little longer.  
 
In this enlightening session with world renowned Communications & Leadership 
Expert, John Bates, you will learn the secrets behind pitches that succeed. You will 

leave ready to apply the secrets of PitchCraft to all of your pitches. From internal 
presentations to fundraising and client pitches you will learn not only what works, but 
why it works.  
 

John has trained teams to take pitches from disaster to success that have raised 
hundreds of millions of dollars. In preparing PitchCraft John enhanced his own 
extensive experience by interviewing many top funders in the Healthcare ecosystem. 
From leading grant reviewers and high stakes venture fund managers to startup 

founders, John has gathered and distilled the principles, practices and gems no one 
ever discusses.  
 
Even though you have a great idea, a great product, and a great team, you need to 

be able to communicate that well or it can languish while an inferior idea, product 
and team rise to prominence. Make sure your pitch skills are worthy of your idea, 
product and team. Make sure you are skilled in the art of PitchCraft.  
 
The "How to... Workshop" series is dedicated to giving you the keys to a successful 

business, from creation to exit. As with all our events, the "How to... Workshop" is 
interactive and informal so bring your questions with you!  
 
Speaker Bio 

John Bates | Chief Executive Officer, Executive Speaking Success & Business 
Coaching 
John fell in love with the Internet the moment it dawned on him what it would do for 
communication. Since then he has worked with early stage companies as a founder or 

early employee and has been instrumental in raising hundreds of millions of dollars  in 
Venture Capital. He co-founded BIGWORDS.com, a dotcom darling which ended up 
going bust in the dotcom bomb of 2000 and he was the first employee and is a part 
owner of Goldstar.com. John has been asked to speak and teach all over the world at 

events ranging from Web Attack to the St Gallen B-School World Leaders Symposium, 
the Leiden Veerstichting conference for Global Leaders, TEDActive twice, and many 
TEDx's. Most recently he taught groups of entrepreneurs and business owners in 
Bratislava, Slovakia via the University of Ekonomics, American Chamber of Commerce 

and the American Embassy. These days John loves bringing the ideas of others to 
life. 
************************************************************************* 
JLABS, Thursday Mid Day, Nov. 12, 2015 
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Topic: “ABCs of the FDA - How to... Set a Preclinical Roadmap” 
Speaker:  
Michael Kelley, VMD, Ph.D., DABT | Senior Scientific Director, Janssen Research & 
Development  

Date and Time: Thursday, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Agenda:  
11:30am | Registration, Networking and Lunch  
12:00pm | Presentation  

12:30pm | Q&A  
1:00pm | Close  
Location: Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS, 329 Oyster Point Blvd, 3rd Floor, 
South San Francisco, CA  

Fees:  
$35 General Public 
$20 Student/Academic 
$45 At the door  

Details and registration at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/abcs-of-the-fda-how-to-set-
a-preclinical-roadmap-tickets-17169970845 
 
 

Topic Description 
Moving a program from Discovery through Development is an arduous task. Key 
among these challenges is designing a safe and druggable molecule that can 
withstand the rigors of preclinical testing in support of First in Human (FIH) trials, 
human Proof of Concept (POC), and finally global drug registration. This session will 

highlight design considerations to optimize drug disposition and safety characteristics 
in the Discovery phase, to ensure the preclinical road in Development is a smooth 
one. In addition, you will learn what startups need to know about preclinical 
requirements and resources to support early clinical trials through Human POC. This 

workshop is geared towards pharmaceutical and biotech startups.  
 
Topics will include:  
    - Key drug metabolism, pharmacokinetic and toxicology characteristics that should 

be considered in molecule design 
    - Preclinical requirements to support FIH trials and POC  
    - Evaluating preclinical resources (consultants and CROs) to support your program 
    - Hiring your first Preclinical FTE  

 
The workshop will feature Michael Kelley, VMD, PhD, DABT, Senior Scientific Director 
with Janssen Research & Development. Mike has over 25 years of industry experience 
and has held leadership positions in both small and large biopharmaceutical 

companies.  
 
The "How to... Workshop" series is dedicated to giving you the keys to a successful 
business, from creation to exit. As with all our events, the "How to... Workshop" is 
interactive and informal so bring your questions with you!  
 
Speaker Bio  
Michael Kelley, VMD, Ph.D., DABT | Senior Scientific Director, Janssen Research & 
Development 

Mike is currently Senior Scientific Director/Head of Preclinical Projects & Submissions 
at the Janssen R&D site in Spring House, PA. As part of this role, he is responsible for 
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a portfolio of discovery and development projects in the Oncology, Cardiovascular 
and Metabolism therapeutic areas. Mike is also the Janssen R&D preclinical scientific 
liaison to the Johnson & Johnson Boston Innovation Center. Mike has more than 25 
years of preclinical experience working for small and large biopharmaceutical 

companies. He is a full member of the Society of Toxicology, Past-President of the 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the Society of Toxicology, and a Diplomate of the American 
Board of Toxicology. Mike received his BA and VMD degrees from the University of 
Pennsylvania, and his PhD in toxicology from Texas A&M University.  
********************************************************************************************************** 

 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, Dec. 8, 2015 
 
Topic: “Vaccines, Canaries and Coalmines: What lessons for Biopharma from the Oldest 

Class of Biologics?” 
Speaker: Piers Whitehead, Special Advisor to the CEO, Acquisitions, PaxVax 
Date and Time: Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015, 6:00 pm 
Location: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, 650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto CA  

Cost:  
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only  
$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only  
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members  

$25 - Walk-ins  
Register at www.Bio2DeviceGroup.org 
  
Topic Description 

Since at least the 15th Century, people have been vaccinating against infectious disease.  As 
the most “mature” biopharma sector, what can we learn from it about broader biopharma 
trends, such as industry concentration, the role of developing country producers, achieving 
global access, industry cycles and more? 
 

Speaker Bio 
Mr. Whitehead joined PaxVax in early 2013 and brings 20 years of experience in the 
vaccines and biopharmaceutical industries. He previously served as Vice President of 
Corporate Development for Paris-based Neovacs. Prior to that, he was Vice President of 

Corporate and Business Development for vaccine company, VaxGen. At VaxGen, he 
negotiated several important partnerships and led the company’s commercial strategy, 
resulting in the award of a nearly one billion dollar Project Bioshield Act contract. He also 
spent 10 years at Mercer Management Consulting, where he headed the San Francisco office 

and led marketing, strategy, and manufacturing projects for clients including the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), UNICEF, and several private-sector 
pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical companies. Mr. Whitehead has published extensively 
on the vaccine industry and related public policy matters and holds an A.B. from Oriel 

College, Oxford University, England. 
 
 


