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Complimentary Service of AudreysNetwork.com 
Dec. 11, 2016 

 ************************************************************************* 
 
Bio2Device Group, Tuesday Evening, Dec. 13, 2016 
 
Topic: “Earlens: Next Generation Hearing Technology Overview” 
Speakers: Bill Facteau, CEO and Brent Edwards, CTO, Earlens Corporation 
Date and Time: Tuesday, 12/13/2016 - 6:00pm 
Location: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, 650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto 
Cost:  
$6 - Students/In-transition - Members only 
$11 - Early-bird Registration - Members only 
$20 - Late Registration and Non-Members 
$25 - Walk-ins 
You must Register at the Bio2Device Group Website (bio2devicegroup.org); scroll to the end 
of this event to Pre-register and to pay thru our PayPal link. 
 
Topic Description 
Hearing technology is advancing rapidly. Hearables are the new wearables, with ear-level 
devices receiving considerable interest from tech developers for biometric measures, 
augmented audio, and hearing loss assistance. Earlens represents a transformative 
approach to hearing aids at a time when the hearing aid industry is in flux from 
convergence with consumer electronics in technology, markets, and regulations. By 
integrating directly with the eardrum and requiring a high level of care by both ENT 
physicians and audiologists, Earlens is innovating the technology, hearing performance, and 
distribution of a conservative industry ripe for change. 
 
Speaker Bio 
Bill Facteau is a medical device executive with 23 years of experience in the industry. He is 
currently the President & CEO at Earlens and serves on the Board of NeoTract. Previously he 
was the Vice Chairman of ExploraMed and an Entrepreneur in Residence at NEA. He was 
Chairman of the Board for Cabochon Aesthetics and a board member at CV Ingenuity prior 
to their acquisitions. Mr. Facteau was at Johnson & Johnson as WW President of their ENT 
Division. He joined JNJ via the $800M acquisition of Acclarent, where he served as the 
President & CEO. Under his leadership, the company went from concept to acquisition in 5 
years, raised over $100M and grew revenues to $100M. Prior to Acclarent, Mr. Facteau was 
GM of the Endovascular Division at Abbott Vascular. He joined Abbott via the $683 million 
acquisition of Perclose, where he was Sales Director. From 1993-1998, he worked at US 
Surgical. Mr. Facteau received his BA in Political Science from the Univ. of Connecticut. 
Brent Edwards, Ph.D., is the CTO of Earlens and has spent 20 years as an executive in the 
hearing industry with a distinguished career in research and technology. He has made 
presentations at over 100 conferences, is an inventor on over 20 patents, and has published 
extensively in professional and trade publications on technology and market trends. 
Edwards founded the Starkey Hearing Research Center that is currently a leading site for 
research in hearing impairment, and his research into the effect of hearing technology on 
cognition created an international growth of research in this area. As VP of Research for 
Starkey Hearing Technologies, he led the development of many industry-changing 
technologies. Edwards is an elected Fellow of the Acoustical Society of America and his 
graduate work was a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering followed by a postdoctoral fellowship in 
Psychology. 
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***************************************************************** 

Palo Alto AWIS, Wednesday Evening, Dec. 14, 2016 

Event: “A Holiday Party (food and wine served)” 
Date and Time: Wednesday, December 14, 2016, 6 - 9 PM 
Location: Bradley's Fine Diner, 1165 Merrill St., Menlo Park, CA 
Fees: Member $15; Non-members $30 
Register at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2723740 
 
Event Description 
Are you looking to expand your professional and personal network?  
Join AWIS Palo Alto for an exclusive evening at Bradley's Fine Diner and mingle with Silicon 
Valley STEM professionals in the Holiday Spirit! 

**************************************************************** 
BioScience Forum, Wednesday Evening, Dec. 14, 2016 
 
Topic: "Improvement of Fibrosis in Non-Alcoholic Steatohepatitis (NASH) Patients; Clinical 
Development of a Potential Small Molecule Therapeutic" 
Speaker: Laurent Fischer, M.D., Former Chief Executive Officer Tobira Therapeutics,Head of 
Liver Therapeutic Area, Allergan 
Date and Time: Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2016, 6-9 pm 
6 pm - 7 pm networking 
7 pm - 8 pm dinner 
8 pm - 9 pm presentation 
Location: The Holiday Inn, 275 S Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, California 94080, USA 
Event Registration ($3 service fee will apply) 
 Pre-Registration 
  $50.00  
On-Site Registration 
  $60.00   
Pre-Registration ends Monday, December 12th, at 9 pm 
Cash or check accepted on the day of the event 
$10 discount for full-time students 
Register at BioScience.org 
 
Or you can pay with a check made out to "BioScience Forum" and sent to: 
BioScience Forum 
1442A Walnut Street, #308 
Berkeley, CA 94709-1405 
Please do not mail checks later than Thursday, December 8th 
If paying with check, do not complete online registration with Cvent 
 
Topic Description 
NASH (Non-Alcoholic Steatohepatitis) is a severe type of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease 
(NAFLD). NAFLD is the most common liver disease and is associated with obesity and type-2 
diabetes. It is characterized by the accumulation of fat in the liver with no other apparent 
causes. NASH occurs when the accumulation of liver fat is accompanied by inflammation 
and cellular damage. The inflammation can lead to fibrosis (scarring) of the liver and 
eventually progress to cirrhosis, portal hypertension, liver cancer and eventual liver failure. 
These life-threatening sequelae have made NASH the second most common indication for 
liver transplantation, and are forecasted to be the first cause of liver transplantation and 
liver cancer by 2020.  
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Recent scientific advances in the understanding NASH have led to the development of 
investigational drugs with the potential to address the disease. Tobira has targeted the 
immuno-inflammatory pathways responsible for liver fibrosis in NASH through inhibition of 
CCR2/CCR5 (C-C chemokine receptors type 2 and 5). Cenicriviroc (CVC), an experimental 
oral inhibitor of CCR2 and CCR5 receptors has been shown to have anti-inflammatory and 
antifibrotic activity in animal models of acute and chronic liver diseases. Phase 2a studies in 
NASH patients with liver fibrosis have been completed, Phase 2b one-year primary analysis 
has recently been presented, and Phase 3 is planned for 2017. Dr. Fischer will address the 
preclinical and clinical body of evidence for the potential utility of CVC in this indication, its 
potential extension to other related indications, and the regulatory approaches being 
considered to expedite delivery of this drug to the marketplace including potential 
accelerated approval based upon surrogate endpoints. 
 
Speaker Bio 
Dr. Fischer joined Tobira's board of directors in April 2009, became chairman of the board 
and then chief executive officer in March 2014 to lead the company as it focused the 
development of cenicriviroc for the treatment of NASH and Liver Fibrosis. He took the 
company public via a reverse merger with Regado in January 2015. After announcing data 
in July 2016 showing that cenicriviroc could reverse liver fibrosis after one year of 
treatment, the company was acquired by Allergan for $1.7bn. Dr. Fischer will head the liver 
therapeutic area at Allergan. He brings 20 years of drug development and commercialization 
experience in the biopharmaceutical industry. Prior to joining Tobira full time he was 
chairman and chief executive officer of Jennerex, Inc., a private, clinical-stage 
biotherapeutics company focused on the design, development and commercialization of 
first-in-class, breakthrough targeted oncolytic immunotherapy products for cancer that was 
sold for up to $150 million. Prior to Jennerex, he was co-founder, president and CEO of 
Ocera Therapeutics (OCRX), where he licensed and developed OCR-002 the first ammonia 
scavenger for the treatment of complications of liver disease. Dr. Fischer held senior 
management positions at DuPont-Merck, DuPont Pharmaceuticals, and Hoffmann-La Roche 
in liver disease, virology and oncology. Dr. Fischer was responsible for the Global launch of 
Sustiva® the first once-daily anti-HIV therapy, now part of the fixed dose combination 
therapy Atripla® and the 10th top prescribed specialty drug in 2015, seventeen year after 
its launch. He was involved in the launch of Invirase®, the first protease inhibitor, in the 
United States.  
 
Dr. Fischer received his undergraduate degree from the University of Geneva and his 
medical degree from the Geneva Medical School, Switzerland. 
 
**************************************************************** 
The J.P. Morgan 35th Annual Healthcare Conference will take place 9 – 12 January 2017 in 
San Francisco, CA, USA. 
********************************************************************** 
 
PMWC 2017, Monday-Wednesday, Jan. 23-25, 2017 
 
Event Description  
The Precision Medicine World Conference (PMWC), formerly known as the Personalized 
Medicine World Conference will hold its 11th Conference on January 22-25 featuring recent 
advances and challenges in the field. 
Location: Computer History Museum, 1401 N Shoreline Blvd,Mountain View, Ca 94043 
More information at http://www.pmwcintl.com/2017sv/ 
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Some confirmed speakers: 
James Allison, MD Anderson 
Brad Gray, Nanostring 
Larry Corey, Juno 
Fred Pla, Genomic Health 
Harold Paz, Aetna 
Jay Flatley, Illumina 
Ron DePinho, MD Anderson 
Lee Hood, Providence 
We expect 1500 attendees. 
Click Here for More Information 
Contact: Tal Behar 
Contact Phone: 650-740-2776 
Contact Email: talb@pmwcintl.com 
 
************************************************************************* 
California Life Sciences Association, Thursday Afternoon, Jan. 26, 2017  
 
Topic: “Federal Grants Management - Accounting and Compliance” 
Date and Time: Thursday, January 26, 2017 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM (PST)  
Registration & Networking Lunch: 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Presentation: 12:00 — 1:00pm 
Networking: 1:00 — 2:00pm 
 
Location: CLSA Event Center , 250 East Grand Ave., Suite 26, South San Francisco, CA 
94080 
Fees: Free to CLSA members and $75 to nonmembers 
Details and registration at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lunch-learn-series-federal-
grants-management-accounting-and-compliance-tickets-29789424972 
 
Event Description 
Do you rely on government grants to fund your operations? Stay ahead of the curve 
and learn the best practices of regulatory compliance at our January 26th event! 
From conducting clinical trials to bringing products to market to expanding 
operations, many life sciences companies turn to government grants. Grants, 
however, come with a complex regulatory environment that must be complied with—
especially in the new age of Uniform Grant Guidance. 
This lunch and learn will highlight important changes and share best practices with 
your company’s management, finance/accounting professionals, and grant managers 
so they stay on top of federal grants management accounting and compliance 
requirements.  
  
Speaker Bio 
Kinman Tong, Audit Senior Manager, Moss Adams LLP 
Kinman has over 13 years of experience in accounting, auditing, and consulting for not-for-
profit, health care, and life sciences organizations. He manages audits of numerous 
engagements for organizations receiving federal awards under Title 2 CFR Part 200, Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards 
(Uniform Guidance), such as health care providers, foundations, life science technology 
companies, and alternative energy companies. He is also the regional champion for the 
Greater Bay Area for federal compliance audits and is a member of Moss Adams’ Single 
Audit Technical Reviewer, a committee dedicated to the federal compliance audits. He has 

http://2017sv.pmwcintl.com/
mailto:talb@pmwcintl.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/california-life-sciences-association-7798690353


 

5 

extensive experience working with organizations with HHS NIH, DOD, and DOE SBIR/STTR 
grants. 
Representative clients served include 23andMe, Advanced Cell Diagnostics, Bell Biosystems, 
Chrono Therapeutics, Elysium Therapeutics, HeartVista, Intrinsic LifeSciences, Mission Bio, 
Mynosys Cellular Devices, Neurogenetic Pharmaceuticals, PaxVax Global, and Trellis 
Bioscience.  
 
******************************************************* 
PBSS, Friday MidDay, Jan. 27, 2017 
 
Topic: “Stem cell gene therapy to cure diseases: overview, a success story and current 
advances” 
Speakers: Maria Grazia Roncarolo, MD  
Date and Time: Friday, Jan. 27, 2017,  11:00-13:30  
Registration fee (USD):  
Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Foster City  
Registration: See details at https://www.pbss.org/aspx/login01.aspx  
Registration deadline:1/18/2017  (it will close sooner if the seating cap is reached) 
Topic Description 
Millions of people worldwide have serious genetic and acquired diseases for which there is 
no cure.Yet exciting advances in stem cell and gene therapy are creating opportunities to 
not only treat, but actually cure these diseases.The rate of scientific discovery has 
accelerated at such a pace that outcomes considered science fiction just ten years ago are 
now being seriously considered and pursued by experts around the globe. Genetic diseases 
of the blood, the immune system and the nervous system are now cured by inserting a 
normal copy of the relevant gene into somatic cells.    
Primary immunodeficiencies (the bubble boys), were originally considered good candidates 
for gene therapy because they were well understood at the molecular level and because the 
target cells, the blood stem cells, are easily accessible and can be explanted, genetically 
corrected in the laboratory, and then retransplanted. Gene therapy with blood stem cells 
has been successfully developed as therapeutic strategy for several forms of primary 
immunodeficiency, including severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID)-X1, adenosine 
deaminase (ADA)-deficient SCID, and chronic granulomatous disease (CGD). Initial 
approaches were based on ex vivo retroviral vector mediated gene transfer of the 
therapeutic gene into the patient’s blood stem cells. The inclusion of reduced-dose 
conditioning in the ADA-SCID has allowed the engraftment of multipotent gene-corrected 
HSC at substantial level. Results of the ADA-SCID gene therapy trials have demonstrated 
safety, long-term restoration of immune competence and clinical benefit. Based on the data 
in the first 18 patients the product has been licensed to GSK that recently received 
European marketing authorization for Strimvelis. 
The use of self-inactivating lentiviral vectors is providing significant advantages in gene 
regulation and reduction in the potential for adverse mutagenic events. Lentiviral vectors 
are currently used in clinical trials to cure SCID, Wiskott Aldrich syndrome and other 
primary immunodeficiencies but also blood disorders, such as thalassemia and sickle cell 
anemia, and metabolic diseases. 
The prospects for continuing advancement of gene therapy to wider applications remain 
strong. Emerging methods for direct gene replacement by genome editing will broaden the 
use of gene therapy to other genetic and acquired diseases. In summary, in the near future 
the continuing advancement of stem cell and gene therapy will make it possible “to cure 
what is curable and make curable what is not”. 
 
Speaker Bios 
Maria Grazia Roncarolo, MD 

https://www.pbss.org/aspx/login01.aspx
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George D. Smith Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine 
Division Chief, Pediatric Stem Cell Transplantation and Regenerative Medicine 
Co-Director, Bass Center for Childhood Cancer and Blood Diseases 
Co-Director, Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine 
Department of Pediatrics, Stanford School of Medicine 
 
Dr. Roncarolo has made outstanding contributions to translational research in the fields of 
immunology and gene therapy. Her translational research studies have led to greater 
understanding of the mechanisms underlying immune tolerance and have been of 
paramount importance to the development of novel therapies for patients with genetic and 
acquired diseases of the hematopoietic and immune systems. 
She contributed to the elucidation of the mechanisms underlying the induction and breaking 
of tolerance in stem cell transplantation/organ grafts/autoimmune diseases and gene 
therapy. Specifically, she discovered a new subset of human T regulatory cells with immune 
regulatory and suppressor functions, named Type 1 (Tr1) cells. She established that these 
cells were present in tolerant patients following hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. 
Subsequently, she isolated these cells from both mice and man, demonstrating that they 
are responsible for induction and maintenance of tolerance to allo- and self-antigens and 
food- and environmental- antigens. Recently, she discovered that the surface molecules 
CD49b and LAG3 are specific biomarkers for this subset of T regulatory cells, which allows 
for their isolation for therapeutic purposes and in vivo tracking in patients. She was the 
principal investigator of the first clinical trial using these ex-vivo generated donor-derived 
Tr1 cells to prevent the occurrence of severe graft-versus-host disease in leukemia patients 
undergoing haploidentical hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. 
Dr. Roncarolo also discovered that Rapamycin favors expansion of another subset of human 
T regulatory cells, CD25+FOXP3+ Treg cells, allowing for their therapeutic use. She further 
demonstrated that treatment with Rapamycin and IL-10 induces tolerance in vivo by 
promoting differentiation of Tr1 cells and expansion of CD25+FOXP3+ T regulatory cells. 
She showed that specific Ag-targeting to the hepatocytes results in immunological tolerance 
mediated by CD25+FOXP3+ T regulatory cells. 
Parallel to her studies on immunological tolerance, Dr. Roncarolo has investigated the 
pathological mechanisms responsible for genetic diseases of the hematopoietic and immune 
system in order to design therapies that will ultimately cure afflicted patients. 
Dr. Roncarolo was the principal investigator for the first lentiviral-vector based gene therapy 
trial for patients with Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome, which demonstrated safety and efficacy of 
this therapy. In addition, she was the principal investigator for the first successful gene 
therapy trial for Severe Combined Immunodeficiency (SCID) patients lacking adenosine 
deaminase (ADA), a purine metabolism disorder that results in severe immunodeficiency 
and death. In this trial she introduced a new therapeutic conditioning regimen for the host, 
which favored the outgrowth of the gene corrected cells, resulting in the most successful 
clinical outcome for this formerly non-treatable genetic disease. Based on these results, 
gene therapy for ADA-SCID has obtained Orphan drug status from both the FDA and EMEA 
and recently has received European Commission approval to market under the name of 
Strimvelis. This is the first stem cell gene therapy product, which received market 
authorization. 
******************************************************************* 
PBSS Symposium, Monday, April 24, 2017 
Topic: “Mechanistic Drug Metabolism for Drug Candidate Optimization – A Mini-symposium 
for Medicinal Chemists and DMPK Scientists” 
Organizers: Cyrus Khojasteh and Donglu Zhang (Genentech)  
Date and Time: April 24, 2017, 8:45-17:00 
Location: Crowne Plaza, Foster City, CA  
Registration fee (USD): Minisymposium fee: $195; 
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Registration: http://www.PBSS.org 
Registration deadline:4/20/2017  (it will close sooner if the seating cap is reached) 
 
Topic Description 
Drug metabolism and pharmacokinetics (DMPK) plays an integral role in drug discovery. At 
drug discovery stage, mechanistic drug metabolism studies contribute to generating drug 
candidates with optimal ADME properties and in some cases it allows for overcome potential 
drug development obstacles such as toxicity and DDI that are often encountered in drug 
discovery and development. In this one-day symposium, multiple examples will be 
presented to illustrate the utilities of mechanistic drug metabolism in moving discovery and 
development programs forward. Medicinal chemists and drug metabolism scientists should 
greatly be benefited from participating in this symposium. 
  
Tentative topics and speakers: 
Morning: 8:45-12:00 
Overview on drug metabolism and its role in lead optimization - Cyrus Khojasteh, 
Genentech 
Hepatocyte spheroid models and applications in drug metabolism - Jinping Gan, BMS 
Sponsor presentation 
Drug metabolism tools to assess bioactivation potential of drug candidates - minimizing 
metabolism-related DILI or genotoxicity - Zhoupeng Zhang, Merck 
Prediction of circulating drug metabolites - Ming Hu, University of Houston 
  
Afternoon: 1:15-5:00 
Inhibition of endogenous metabolic pathways leading to toxicities - Donglu Zhang, 
Genentech 
Sponsor presentation 
Discovery of Bioavailable Pim Inhibitors by Mitigating Intestinal Metabolism – Gina Wang, 
Genentech 
Metabolism-based structure-activity relationship analysis for identification of a PI3K inhibitor 
clinical candidate devoid off target hepatotoxicity - Raju Subramanian, Gilead 
Minimizing reversible and time-dependent CYP inhibition of NAMPT (nicotinamide 
phosphoribosyltransferase) inhibitors - Mark Zak, Genentech 
Carboxylic acid bioactivation via glucuronides/acyl CoA’s and application in drug discovery – 
Mark Grillo, Amgen 
 

http://www.pbss.org/
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